
Geography 
Our topic this half term is all about California, in particular taking the city of San Francisco as our main focus. Part of this will involve a 

bridge building topic, and also some work around earthquakes inspired by the San Andreas fault. The key focus will be on developing the 

flowing skills: 

As geographers: 

We will find out about the climate and landscape of a location and use this infor-

mation to make deductions about life there. 

We shall use maps, video, photos, charts and other sources to find out what a 

place is like. 

Art and Design 
As designers and artists: 

We shall research design needs and formulate plans according to 

the design criteria. 

We shall become testers and evaluate our designs according to performance and 

suitability. 

We shall amend our plans to take account of factors we discover and encounter 

We shall use our evaluations to formulate a final plan, to clear specifications. 

We shall use our plans to construct a final product using suitable construction 

techniques. 

We shall learn and apply brush techniques and colour mixing to create different 

effects and textures: 

Tasks: Bridge building exercise inspired by the Golden Gate Bridge. Understand 

strong structures, strong shapes, suitable materials. We shall also aim to complete 

the moving toys task held over from last half term just before Christmas.  

Painting: We shall be exploring different techniques and taking inspiration from 

famous artists. 

PE 
PE days for this half term are on Mondays and Fridays. On Mondays, Mr Sidebottom from Team Activ will 

be coming to train the children about how to be  brilliant sports leaders. On Fridays we shall be practising 

our football skills (weather permitting). In the event of poor weather  we shall continue to develop 

gymnastics skills indoors.  

Computing 
We will aim to finish the app design task started last half term: 

As confident computer users:  

We shall decide when it is appropriate to solve a task using ICT. 

We shall make decisions about which is the best hardware, software or app to complete the task in hand. 

We shall use complex searches on the internet, but learn to evaluate what we have found and accept that different sources 

may disagree. 

We shall learn the  main functions of commonly used software so we can format, edit and present our work in the most 

effective  ways. 

We our unit this time is called “We are project managers” -  this is a task that will develop all the above named skills. As well as 

this, we will continue to use ICT in cross curricular ways. 

Autumn 2nd half. 
Here is the 2nd half term newsletter for class 5. You may notice a change in 

the format from previous letters, on this newsletter I have included details 

about the skills our children will be learning as well as the content. By 

developing these skills, the children should then be able to apply them to a 

range of different contexts. As usual, please contact me if you would like to 

discuss any aspect of your child’s education, or feel free to call in if you 

would like to see your child’s work at any point.  

See me in school or email me on p.west1@barnsley.org. 

 



Literacy 
As readers: 

We shall read for enjoyment, interest and extending knowledge. 

We shall allow time for reading and let our imagination fill our minds 

with pictures and images. 

We shall read a wide range of genres, styles and authors and 

develop our own tastes and preferences, 

We shall read for meaning, questioning any aspects that are 

difficult to understand. 

We shall gain information from a range of different sources, and 

evaluate what we have found.  

We shall always question what we have read. 

We shall use what we read to inspire us as writers. 

As Writers: 

We shall write in a range of different genres, and can choose which 

is the best style to use for any given piece of work. 

We shall use ideas that have inspired us when reading. 

We shall write with flair and imagination. 

We shall think of how a reader would respond to our writing. 

We shall not be afraid to experiment or try different techniques 

when writing. 

We shall use our spelling knowledge to ensure our spelling is 

accurate,  However, we shall never let spelling stop us from using 

exciting and ambitious language. 

We shall always present our work to the best of our ability. 

Your children will always have a school reading book as well as 

spellings to learn weekly.  This half term we will be learning 

about fiction genres, explanations, and poetry, as well as using 

writing across the curriculum. 

Numeracy 
As mathematicians: 

We shall use and apply our knowledge of times tables and number 

operations to a range of different contexts. 

We shall recognise where maths is useful and relevant in our daily lives. 

We will identify the relevant information and operations required when 

solving complex problems. 

We shall always think about what we know and what we need to find out 

when solving a problem. 

We shall decide upon the most accurate, appropriate  and efficient 

methods that can be used, but recognise that this may vary depending 

on the problem.  

We shall look critically at our work and check that we have made the 

right decisions. 

We will be able to explain our reasoning and thinking to another person. 

We shall evaluate our answer in relation to the question that was asked. 

The focus this half term will be on problem solving, our first topic 

will be converting percentages into fractions, and also working out 

percentages of amounts. We will continue to revise and apply the 

four number operations and will also be focussing on coordinates, 

position and direction. 

Science 
As Scientists: 

We shall ask questions and use different scientific methods to 

find the answers. 

We shall  think about what knowledge, skills and equipment we 

need in order to complete an experiment. 

We shall work in an organised and methodical way. 

We will always be observing, recording and analysing.  

We shall think critically about what we have found out and how 

this relates to the question we asked. 

We can justify our findings based on our evidence and 

methods used. 

Half terms topic:  Can you feel the force? 

By the end of the topic, the children should be able to: 

explain that unsupported objects fall towards the 

Earth because of the force of gravity acting 

between the Earth and the falling object 

identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance 

and friction, that act between moving surfaces 

recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, 

pulleys and gears, allow a smaller force to have a 

greater effect.  

 

This will have a strong link to our bridge building task. See the 

design Technology section. 

 

 

Other Information 
I will be holding a meeting about the Y6 SATs this half term, full details to follow. In 

addition, the Y6 children will be attending the Crucial Crew workshop, run by the 

Emergency Services—again, full details to follow. 

The homework grid will provide information as to how you can support your 

child’s learning at home. Don’t forget that the children are able to access 

Mathletics and Purple Mash from home as well. 


