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25th November 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Severe Weather/Emergency Conditions Procedure 

 

I hope that you are all staying safe and well. In light of the weather starting to change 

I thought that it was a good time to send out our annual reminder about our severe 

weather procedures. 

 Our main priority is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 

everyone (pupils, families, staff and visitors) and we have 

to take a number of factors into consideration: 

 

• Current weather conditions  

• Forecast conditions up to school closing times  

• Availability of staff 

• Availability of key non-teaching staff (premises and catering)  

• Likelihood of injury, etc  

 

In the event of severe snow and ice, we would first of all urge all families to ensure that, 

even if the school is open, we do not want any families to risk their health and safety. 

We understand that parents will make their own judgement as to whether it is safe to 

drive in the snow or ice to school from where they live or may need to delay the journey, 

as the road conditions vary greatly throughout the area and borough. If you have any 

problems please ring school as soon as possible (01226 763020). 

As you may already be aware,  we communicate any snow days through our text message 

service, our PTA Facebook page, the BMBC website and through Dearne FM (102.0 

FM). We would communicate a decision as early as possible on each day about our snow 

plans if there is to be an impact on our opening times. 

 

Once again, this year we will implement the following system using 2 phases: 

 

Phase 1: When there is snow or ice but we feel that conditions will improve, we will open 

the school on a staggered start, for example with doors opening after 9.00am and the 

official register being after an agreed time, eg at 10am. Families can then arrive when it 

is safe to do so. If the weather forecast is for the weather to become worse, children 

can be collected on these days earlier e.g. from 2.30pm. (These times are only as a 

guide and judgements will be made 

depending on forecasts).  
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Phase 2: The school will be closed to all pupils due to a staffing shortage and either the 

weather being very poor or the weather being forecast to deteriorate during the school 

day. I have to confirm to the Local Authority whether we are open or closed. I also have 

to inform Mr M Cassidy & Mrs G Mahoney Co-Chairs of Governors, that school is to be 

closed.  

 

If you do hear of a school closure announcement for our school, please spread the word 

amongst friends and family. Many thanks. 

Any decision to close the school as a result of severe weather will not be taken lightly 

nor without due consideration for children, parents and staff. I appreciate that school 

closures cause great inconvenience to parents who, at short notice, need to find child 

care and/or take time off work. However it will be the safety of all stakeholders that 

will be taken into account first.  

 

IT IS REALLY IMPORTANT TO KEEP SCHOOL INFORMED OF ANY CHANGES TO 

MOBILE TELEPHONE NUMBERS AS TEXT MESSAGES WILL BE THE FIRST 

OPTION FOR COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS / CARERS. Can you please 

contact the office if you have any new contact numbers.  

 

Finally, could I please ask for all families to ensure that their child / children have 

suitable warm coats with them each day (and hats, scarves and gloves if possible) over 

the winter months even when the weather is dry outside. In addition, as the windows 

have to be open due to the ongoing COVID procedures, please can you send your child in 

with extra layers if necessary to ensure that they are warm enough inside too.  

 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Warmest regards 

Helen Rolling 

 
 

 

 


