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20th July 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Plans for September 2021 

Further to my newsletter, as we prepare for the reopening of school in line with the latest DFE Schools’ COVID-19 Operational Guidance (July 2021), 

I wanted to share an overview of key information with you in advance of September.   We are finalising our updated risk assessment for our autumn 

term opening, outlining the latest control measures needed, and this will be uploaded onto our website and shared with the Local Authority at the start 

of September.  Please note that our plans will be subject to the close monitoring of conditions at both a national and local level and may therefore 

need to change. In consultation with the Governing Body, we will continue to risk assess the safety of our provision on a regular basis and will contact 

families if any changes need to be made as soon as possible. 

The current details for September are as follows:  

Specific 

aspect 

Details 

Attendance School attendance is compulsory and will continue to be closely monitored in line with statutory guidance.  Can you please inform the 

school office if your child is unwell and is unable to attend school by phoning 9.30am on 01226 763020 .Specific COVID updates 

and procedures will be shared in September. 

Punctuality  Arrival / pick up times are detailed below for each class. Please note the changes and updates. Can you support us by keeping to 

the exact timings to minimise contact between different groups please. Late arrivals will continue to be recorded and monitored 

in line with statutory guidance.  

Groupings The government states that at step 4 of the roadmap, class bubbles will no longer need to be used from the autumn term. They 

do go on to state that ‘it may become necessary to reintroduce bubbles for a temporary period if there is a local outbreak’. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjetffJoNnWAhWBOBoKHa55CuUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cps.derbyshire.sch.uk/ofsted-result/&psig=AOvVaw0OhF3EvywCK27zPqnrW1B4&ust=1507285042350168
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Tracing close 

contacts and 

isolation 

From 16th August, the guidance states that ‘children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they 

are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS 

Test and Trace and informed if they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test’.  

Staffing We are delighted to report that all staff will be back to school in their usual roles in September. 

School 

uniform 

School uniform will be back to normal expectations in September (see attached uniform list).  Could we please ask that each item 

of clothing is labelled to avoid an abundance of lost property items.  

PE Kit PE kit expectations will also be back to normal – see uniform list. Due to the success of some classes wearing PE kits on their PE 

days, we will implement this in all classes across school. Please note however, that on PE days, kits only in line with school uniform 

expectations must be worn. Class teachers will advise you of PE days. 

Equipment Class 1, 2 and 3 - Resources will be provided. 

Following the success of this last year, Class 4 and 5 will be asked to provide some of their own stationery / equipment. Class 

teachers have already been in touch about this. Please do note that if you are unable to provide any / all of the resources from the 

Class 4 and 5 lists, your child will have access to their own resources from school. Can we please ask that if pencil cases are brought 

into school, they are not too large so that they can fit in class drawers. 

Book Bags Book bags can now be brought back into school for reading books, homework etc. These can be purchased from the office for £4.50. 

Water 

bottles 

Labelled water bottles need to be brought into school each day (washed and cleaned each night).  Bottles can be bought from office 

for £1.25. Please ensure that book bags are used and not rucksacks as space is very limited. 

Curriculum An overview of our curriculum planning for the year will be shared in September. Oxspring Minds will continue to focus on the five 

ways to emotional health and wellbeing, the importance of being fit and active will continue to have a high profile throughout next 

year too!  

Reading If you get the chance, please do take part in the summer reading challenge – further 

information can be found at https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/. Let us know how you 

got on in September!  

Can we also please ask for your continued support by encouraging your child to read / 

share a book every day over the summer – it will make such a difference!  

Homework Weekly homework expectations will continue along with half termly topic projects. Individual class teachers will inform you of 

homework expectations at the start of September. 

School meals  School meal updates will be shared in September. Meals can be booked via Parent Pay, with the exception of our new starter families 

who will be contacted about meal choices until they are set up on the system.  

Milk Is available to order from www.freshpastures.co.uk 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.shopify.com%2Fs%2Ffiles%2F1%2F1900%2F6353%2Fcollections%2Fbook_middle_test_logo.png%3Fv%3D1501186530&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Freadingmatters.net%2Fcollections%2Fpublisher-reading-matters%3Fpage%3D2&tbnid=gGsj9pcufvhLSM&vet=12ahUKEwjVw9yT0PHxAhWKlRQKHVm0ArcQMygCegUIARCxAQ..i&docid=V_B1vyJiqsmr5M&w=2117&h=729&itg=1&q=reading%20matters&safe=active&ved=2ahUKEwjVw9yT0PHxAhWKlRQKHVm0ArcQMygCegUIARCxAQ
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Out of School 

Club 

Our Out of School Club will continue in September, with access to the Hall initially until we start introducing extra-curricular clubs 

again. Please contact the office if you require further details. For new parents, out of school club collection is via the stairs to 

Class 4 (next to the main school office). They have their own bell next to the door at the top of the steps which is to be used at 

pick up time. 

Extra- 

curricular 

clubs 

We will introduce extra-curricular clubs in the autumn term. Please do let us know if you can make any recommendations for any 

clubs that we can run at school. 

Playtimes Playtimes will take place without class zone areas from September. We will have playtimes for Class 1, 2 and 3 together, then Class 

4 and 5. All children will play together at lunchtimes, supported by the SMSAs and staff. 

Music Ukulele will start in the second week in September for Class 4. 

All other peripatetic music provision – we will update you when we have clarification from Barnsley Music Service 

Choir – We look forward to being able to start our choir again in the autumn term 

Contact 

details 

Could you please inform the office if you have any change in your personal contact details as soon as possible so that we can update 

our records accordingly. 

Access to 

school office  

Initial contact should still be made via email or phone call please. If you do need to come into school, please phone 01226 763020 

to make an appointment to ensure that our very small reception area does not get crowded. 

Arrival and 

collection 

procedures 

 

PLEASE NOTE UPDATES / CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE: 

Staggered starts and finishes will continue but have been adapted to have a smaller window so that learning can start swiftly but 

kept long enough to avoid large crowds/gatherings around school. The one way system at the front of school using the 2 gates will 

also continue to facilitate this. 

Please note the arrival and collection times and access points below:  

(If you have a child in another class, please arrive at your eldest child’s time on the rota for drop off and collection at the 

front of school) 

 To continue to minimise large numbers on site, please continue to limit one parent/carer at drop off/pick up each day. 

 Please do not come any earlier than the allocated start time, to minimise numbers on site and to ensure that your child is 

not left unsupervised.  

 Front gates to be used for Class 1, 2, 3 and 4. Class 1, 2 and 3 to line up in class lines with parents. Class teachers 

/ TAs will come out to collect your child’s class at their allocated times. 

 Class 4 to line up on the playground next to the astro turf (this will be labelled) 

 Back gate to be used for Class 5 only please. 

 We strongly recommend that the children in Class 4 and 5 come into the school premises independently please, once 

they have got used to their new class systems. 
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 Myself and others members of staff will also be on hand to greet the children each morning and to explain the procedures. 

 To continue to minimise numbers in school, parents / carers will not be able to enter the classrooms with the staff. Instead 

they should leave the playground, following the one-way system if using the front gates.  

 The same system will apply to pick up times. Please wait in your class lines and the children will be brought out to you. 

 Punctuality for both start and finish times is crucial please, so many thanks in advance for your support with this. 

 

Class start 

and finish 

times 

 

Class Drop Off time Pick up  time Access Drop off / pick up point 

Class 1 (from week 

beg 6th Sept) 

8.55am 3.15pm Front gate Class 1 line – front of school 

Class 2 8.50am 3.20pm Front gate Class 2 line – front of school 

Class 3 8.45am 3.25pm Front gate Class 3 line – front of school 

Class 4 8.45am 3.30pm Front gate Class 4 line – near astro turf 

/ football pitch 

Class 5 8.45am 3.30pm Back gate Outside of Class 5 

 

Please arrive on time to ensure that we are still able to limit numbers on site.  

As stated above, if you have a child / children in other classes, please drop off and pick up all your children at the time of your 

eldest child’s rota at the front of school. Please can you let any family members who pick up / drop off know about the changes. 
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If you have any questions about any of the information detailed above, please do not hesitate to get in touch. I will ensure that you are kept informed 

of any changes to the guidance over the summer if required and will provide an additional update before we start back in school on Thursday 2nd 

September 2021. I will also provide parents with updates regarding COVID and any impact on our school procedures at the same time.  

Finally, on behalf of all the staff and governors, can I take this opportunity to wish you all a very safe and enjoyable summer and I look forward to 

seeing all of our new classes return in September.  

Warmest regard 

Sharon Irwin 

 

 


