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5th January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Remote Learning Update 

 

Firstly, I would like to send our sincere thanks and appreciation for the very many messages of 

support that we have received in light of the latest government guidance, which is greatly 

appreciated by all staff. 

 

Following my letter regarding requests for critical worker places, we have been absolutely 

inundated and our numbers are very high. 24% of our school population have requested critical 

care provision this week compared to an average of 6% in the previous lockdown. We are currently 

looking at the staffing to logistically accommodate these requests, as well as provide remote 

learning to all other children who will be working at home. Can I please reiterate to parents / 

carers that places should only be requested if they are absolutely essential to critical worker 

roles for the health and safety of all concerned. If you have requested full time places and are 

able to make alternative plans for some of the time, it would really help with staffing. This could 

even mean mid-morning / mid-afternoon requests. If numbers increase further then we will have 

to prioritise critical worker needs (e.g. both parents / single parents) and this may mean some 

parents / carers are unable to access the provision. Many thanks for your support and 

understanding with this. 

 

This morning, the staff and I have reviewed and updated our remote learning plan in light of 

staffing capacity, support for working parents and families who have children in more than one 

year group. Staff will provide a mixture of pre-recorded and live lessons and learning will be set 

via the Seesaw app for your child to complete and send back. Class teachers will be in touch today 

with an email to outline plans and provide further online learning details including access to 

Microsoft Teams for your child. Remote learning for the rest of this week will look similar to the 

home learning in the March lockdown and will be set via Seesaw. Videos for lessons and the use of 

Teams will be up and running from Monday 11th January. Further details about the expectations 

and use of Teams will be sent out in the next couple of days. 

 

This will then run alongside other learning planned by the class teachers who set tasks for the 

children to complete at home alongside the use of other resource (for example the government’s 

National Oak Academy website). Following discussions with staff, recording learning (as opposed 

to live learning) will allow parents who have work commitments (or more than one child and only 

one computer) to undertake the lessons at a time suitable for them.  

 

The government has advised that primary pupils should be expected to complete at least three 

hours of remote learning each day. We would ask that children complete their learning during the 

day submitting it to teachers by 6pm each day. Please note that class teachers will be available 

to contact from 9am to 4.30pm each day and any communication after that time will be 

dealt with on the following day. This will then allow teachers to spend their marking the work, 

feeding back to children and tailoring subsequent recorded and live lessons to their assessments. 
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The government has made it very clear now that remote learning is a legal requirement for schools 

and they expect all children to undertake learning at home. We have been requested to monitor 

the engagement with home learning and provide additional support to any families who find access 

to it challenging. We do recognise that each home situation is different dependent on the health 

of families, work commitments and IT access / capabilities. Parents should make the decisions 

around work based on what will be best for their children’s learning and their wellbeing and contact 

us if we can offer any further support. 

 

Children who are attending the critical worker and vulnerable children provision will be sent 

further details this afternoon, once the plans have been finalised.   

 

As a school community, we find ourselves once again in an extremely challenging situation but, 

hopefully, with more positive news on the horizon which means this should not last for long. At 

this point the prime minister has suggested these plans will be in place until February half term. 

We will keep you all informed about any changes made and news that impact on school as we receive 

it.  

 

If you have any queries, concerns or questions please do contact either myself or your child’s class 

teacher. We hope all of our families stay well over the coming weeks and hope to see you all again 

very soon.  

 

Warmest regards 

Sharon Irwin 

 

 

 

 


