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16th December 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

COVID Update December 2020 

I hope that you and your families are all safe and well. As we approach the end of term, I just 

wanted to update you regarding the DFE’s latest guidance for schools for the start of the 

holidays. The DFE states that we need to inform parents / carers of the following information 

and relevant arrangements regarding positive COVID cases over the next few days: 

‘For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the 

school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 

individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 

days after the final day of teaching. Where a school’s last teaching day is on Friday 18th 

December, there should be no pupil contact tracing asked beyond Thursday 24th December. 

For the first 6 days after the end of term, schools are not asked to be on-call at all times. 

Staff responsible for contact tracing may designate a limited period in the day to receive 

notification of positive cases and advise close contacts to self-isolate. The Department for 

Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline and PHE advice service are available to support 

with any queries schools have about positive cases in school.  

Where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the first 

6 days following the end of term, schools do not need to be informed about their absence 

until the first day of the new term.’ 

As a result of the guidance above, it is still therefore vitally important to keep us informed if 

your child is showing symptoms please. This will continue into next week and we will engage with 

the track and trace process for the first 6 days of the holidays. 

So to clarify, if your child develops symptoms and has a positive test result within the first 

six days of the holiday (up to Dec 24th) please can you do the following: 

 Contact school via email on s.irwin@oxspringprimary.co.uk between 9am to 4pm on any 

day informing us of this and provide a number on which you can be contacted. I will 

regularly monitor my emails until 5pm on 24th December 2020.  Please do not call the 

office as there will be no one in school. 
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 If you feel the need for your child to go for a test in this period (especially on Saturday 

19th or Sunday 20th) could you please inform us of this so that we know that we are 

awaiting results.  

 In the result of a positive test, depending on the time scale of when symptoms started 

or the test result received, we may need to contact families where the children or staff 

have been in close contact. This would mean that the children or adults deemed as 

contacts would need to isolate for 10 days. I really hope that I do not have to contact 

anyone in the holidays with this news but it is important that you are aware that this 

could happen. 

 If your child develops symptoms or has a positive test result after this date then there 

is no need to inform school unless they will not be returning at the start of term; in this 

case, please can you inform us in the usual way by contacting the office on Monday 4th 

January 2020. 

Finally, we are making sure that your child /ren are having a memorable Christmas in school despite 

the ongoing restrictions. We are really looking forward to sharing our special Christmas 

performances with you tomorrow and our last newsletter of the term will be sent out on Friday. 

Many thanks for your continued support and understanding. 

Warmest regards 

Sharon Irwin 

 

 

 


