
Autumn 2 2020 News Letter 

 Class 5  

Welcome to class 5 

The first half-term has simply flown by and it seems surreal to think that we are on the seven week 

countdown to Christmas. I am simply delighted with how the class have settled and coped with the changes 

that have been made due to Covid and they have shown superb maturity and resilience throughout. The 

Benin topic has been fascinating, and the feedback which I have received from parents has been that the 

children have really enjoyed it. Some of the examples of home learning, connected to it, have been 

outstanding. We are fortunate to be joined this half term by Miss Hague who is a student teacher and will 

be working alongside myself and Mrs Bower on her first teaching placement. I will look forward to speaking 

to you all soon to discuss your child’s progress. As always, please contact myself or Mrs Bower should you 

have any questions or concerns.  

Mrs Rolling and Mrs Bower                               

h.rolling@oxspringprimary.co.uk 

Topic- Global economy 

As geographers we will: 

• Name and locate the countries of North and South America and identify their main physical and 

human characteristics. 

• Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the world and their identifying human and 

physical characteristics, including land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 

have changed over time 

• Describe how countries and geographical regions are interconnected and interdependent. 

• Describe geographical diversity across the world. 

• Understand aspects of human geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water 

supplies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

Following the successful start to our new approach to writing we will continue this half term using the Jane 

Corsidine approach to write persuasive speeches linked to our global topic.: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will 

• Write a persuasive speech 

• Write a narrative poem 

The skills of writing will also be developed through our wider curriculum areas such as topic, science and 

RE. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy – Morning learning 

Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please can all children be at school for this time as results 

have shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on 

children’s attainment. 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Week 1 

Division consolidation 

Factors, prime numbers and square numbers 

Week 2 

Cube numbers 

Order of operations 

Fraction recap 

Week 3-7 

Equivalent fractions 

Adding and subtracting fractions 

Mixed numbers 

Multiplying fractions 

Dividing fractions 

Finding fractions of amounts 

 

Home learning 

Home learning is to be actively encouraged to support closing the gaps from lost time at school and 

also to support children to meet the expectations of secondary school. MyMaths will be set weekly 

and children should complete homework tasks from the homework grid for the half term. 

 

Reading 

Reading will be delivered via a whole class guided reading approach using the class text as a comprehension activity 

twice weekly and three linked texts from a range of genres will be used 3x weekly. Where children need additional 

support with reading (decoding or comprehension) they will also receive 1:1 reading sessions. All children have been 

issued with a new book (or have brought an age appropriate novel from home). I cannot stress enough the importance of 

encouraging reading at home and discussing the book in terms of context and vocabulary regularly at home. Children 

should have their book in school at all times as time will be set aside for quite individual reading during the day. 

Our text for this half term will be Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce to link with our economy topic. Children’s enthusiasm 

for reading is certainly growing in class which is a pleasure to see and I thank you for your on-going encouragement and 

support for reading. The difference regular reading makes to a child’s education is phenomenal as it builds their 

vocabulary and extends their understanding of the wider-world. 

Spellings 

Spellings will be sent home each Monday and will be written in the children’s blue spelling book along with the spellings 

set each week on spelling shed to practise. In addition to the actual spelling of the words these are other ways to help 

your child will spellings: 

Encourage your child to use the word in a sentence 

Discuss the spelling rules for the words (what makes a word tricky to spell?) 

Make up rhymes, sayings etc. to help to remember the spellings 

Where appropriate challenge children to find as many synonyms or antonyms for the words. 

 



Art 

This half term we will focus on painting with watercolours to produce art work inspired by our topics. 

As artists we will:  

 • Sketch (lightly) before painting to combine line and colour. 

• Create a colour palette based upon colours observed in the natural or built world. 

• Use the qualities of watercolour and acrylic paints to create visually interesting pieces. 

• Combine colours, tones and tints to enhance the mood of a piece. 

• Use brush techniques and the qualities of paint to create texture. 

• Develop a personal style of painting, drawing upon ideas from other artist 

 

PE 

Class 5 will have PE on Thursday and Friday afternoon with Mr Stratford the focus for this half term will be 

gymnastics.  We are continuing to ask for children to come to school in school PE kit on Thursdays and Fridays to reduce 

any contact given the size of the class and the limited space available in the KS2 building. Please ensure that children 

only come in school PE kit and that it is appropriate for the weather forecast for the day. 

In PE we will: 

 

• Create complex and well-executed sequences that include a full range of movements including:  

Travelling, balances, swinging, springing, flight, vaults, inversions, rotations,  bending, stretching and twisting  

•Hold shapes that are strong, fluent and expressive. 

• Include in a sequence set pieces, choosing the most appropriate linking elements. 

• Vary speed, direction, level and body rotation during floor performances. 

• Practise and refine the gymnastic techniques used in performances (listed above). 

• Demonstrate good kinaesthetic awareness (placement and alignment of body parts is usually good in well-rehearsed 

actions). 

• Use equipment to vault and to swing (remaining upright) 

 

Bike-ability is planned for December for year 5 pupils. Pupils will need to come to school with their own bike and bike 

helmet for the days of the tuition. Full details on dates and times will be sent out shortly. 

Science 

In science our topic is: materials and their properties 

As a scientists we will: 

• Compare and group together everyday materials based on evidence from comparative and fair 

tests, including their hardness, solubility, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to 

magnets. 

• Understand how some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution and describe how to 

recover a substance from a solution. 

• Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including 

through filtering, sieving and evaporating. 

• Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses of 

everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic. 

 Working scientifically we will: 

• Plan enquiries, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary. 

• Use appropriate techniques, apparatus, and materials during fieldwork and laboratory work. 

 

• Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision. 

 

• Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, 

tables, bar and line graphs, and models. vi. identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or 

arguments 


