
                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Class 4! 

I hope you have all had a wonderful summer and I am delighted to welcome you all to Class 4. We have a 

range of exciting topics planned for the coming year and the year will begin with a History focus on The 

Anglo Saxons. In class, I always place a strong emphasis on having a growth mindset approach to learning as 

part of our whole school values. Our topic work provides a stimulus and we aim to develop children’s 

knowledge and skills in all areas of the curriculum using our topic area for inspiration. Please try and read to 

your child every day as 10-15 minutes a day can make such a difference. If you have any questions or 

concerns at all throughout the year, then please do not hesitate to get in touch with me via email. I look 

forward to working with you and your child over the next year. Take care. Mr Garlick   

 

 
Topic – Anglo Saxons 

As part of our topic, we will be studying The Anglo Saxons. This will involve finding out about who they were, where they 

came from and where they settled. We will also be learning about how the Anglo Saxons lived, their religions and their 

crimes and punishments. 

 

As historians we will:  

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time periods, era, change and chronology.  

 Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past. 

 Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical enquiries. 

 Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more accurate understanding of history. 

 Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may differ. 

 Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates. 

 Use dates and times to describe events. 

 Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society.  
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Literacy 

This half term will be using the story of Beowulf and the class topic of Anglo Saxons as a stimulus for our 

writing. The story links with our topic work and it will support our learning in literacy by providing 

opportunities to develop skills in the three key areas of writing: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will be: 

• Writing a character description/story opening 

• Writing instructions 

• Writing a diary entry 

 

Discrete handwriting practise takes place several times per week alongside spelling practise. This year, the 

children are able to work towards their pen licence, which is issued when written work is consistently at the 

appropriate standard including spelling and punctuation.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Numeracy – Morning learning 

Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please can all children be at school for this time as results 

have shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on 

children’s attainment. Children also receive time to practise their times tables during morning learning.  

 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Week 1 – 5: Place Value 

 Numbers up to 10,000 

 Rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000 

 Counting in 1000s 

 1, 10, 100, 1000 more or less 

 Counting in 25s 

 Negative numbers  

 Roman Numerals 

 

Week 6 - 8: Addition and Subtraction 

 Column addition with 3- and 4-digit numbers, up to 1 exchange 

 Column subtraction with 3- and 4-digit numbers, up to 1 exchange 

 

Maths Homework 

During most weeks, at least one MyMaths activity will be set to reinforce the learning from the previous 

week. In addition to MyMaths, children should be regularly practising their times tables either on TT 

Rockstars or through activities such as games, songs, flash cards etc. Please encourage your child to do this 

as just practising for 10-15 minutes a day can make a huge difference. If you have any problems logging on to 

either website, please let me know. If there is a week where there are no appropriate MyMaths activities, 

then please encourage your child to practise their times tables. Children will also have many opportunities to 

use these websites in school. 

Reading 

In Class 4, there are two groups in Guided Reading. Both groups use the same approach to guided reading, where all 

children within each group access the same text and will participate in reading aloud to the group and discussions on the 

text. This method ensures that children are exposed to far more hours of reading time and are able to support each 

other in their understanding of the text and how to answer the comprehension questions. In term of home-school 

reading, if your child accesses the colour band books then your child will be given a selection of books on a Monday and 

collected on a Friday (so that they can be cleaned in line with our current risk assessment). If your child is a free 

reader, then they can choose their own books from the library (or from home) and change them when they are finished. 

Children on the colour bands can also choose and read books from the library in addition to their banded books. Please 

read every day with your child where at all possible. It is important to give your children opportunities to discuss and 

answer questions about what they have read. A new home reading log will be sent out shortly – watch this space! 

 

Spellings 

This year, we are continuing to use No-nonsense Spelling and this will require discrete lessons being taught for all 

children based on a spelling rule or pattern. Children in Class 4 are split into spelling groups so that they can access 

spellings appropriate for their ability. All children will have a spelling test on a Monday, with children receiving their new 

spellings on the same day. Children can either practise their spellings on Spelling Shed or in their spelling books.  I 

particularly encourage parents to ask children to spell the words as part of a dictated sentence and that spellings are 

given in a random order. Many thanks in advance for your support with this. 



 

  

Music 

Music will take place on Fridays at 1pm-2pm with Mr Childs. Your child will be allocated a ukulele to use during these 

lessons. 

As musicians we will: 

• Play notes on an instrument with care so that they are clear. 

• Perform with control and awareness of others 

• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture and use of silence to describe music. 

• Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify areas of likes and dislikes. 

• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect on mood and feelings. 

• Devise non-standard symbols to indicate when to play and rest. 

PE 

This half term, the focus for PE will be team invasion games (basketball and football) and outdoor and adventurous 

activities such as Orienteering. The PE sessions will take place on Monday and Friday mornings with Mr Stratford. 

Please ensure that children have the correct PE kit, which includes suitably warm clothing and footwear for outdoors, as 

sessions are more likely to be outdoors than indoors given the current situation. Please send your child to school in their 

PE kit on Mondays and Fridays. We will also be doing the daily mile every afternoon (weather permitting), so can you 

please ensure your child has suitable footwear in school every day. 

 

As athletes we will: 

 Throw and catch with control and accuracy. 

 Strike a ball and field with control. 

 Choose appropriate tactics to cause problems for the opposition. 

 Follow the rules of the game and play fairly. 

 Maintain possession of a ball (with, e.g. feet, a hockey stick or hands). 

 Pass to team mates at appropriate times. 

 Lead others and act as a respectful team member 

 Use maps, compasses and digital devices to orientate themselves. 

 Show an ability to both lead and form part of a team. 

Science 

In Science, we will be studying Plants and then move onto Light. We will be conducting a number of practical 

investigations over the course of the half term. 

As scientists we will: 

• Identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots, stem, leaves and flowers. 

• Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) 

and how they vary from plant to plant. 

• Investigate the way in which water is transported within plants. 

• Explore the role of flowers in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed 

dispersal. 

• Recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light. 

• Notice that light is reflected from surfaces. 

• Recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes. 

• Recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by a solid object. 

• Find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change. 



Art 

This half term we will focus on developing our drawing skills and Mrs Irwin will support the children with 

developing these. 

As artists we will:  

• Use different hardnesses of pencils to show line, tone and texture. 

• Annotate sketches to explain and elaborate ideas. 

• Sketch lightly (no need to use a rubber to correct mistakes). 

• Use shading to show light and shadow. 

• Use hatching and cross hatching to show tone and texture. 

PSHE 

This year we will be following the Jigsaw PSHE scheme. This half-term, we are focusing on the first puzzle 

(unit), Being Me in My World. 

 

As responsible citizens we will:  

 Explain why my school is a community and some of the different roles people have in it. 

 Explain why being listened to and listening to others is important in my school community. 

 Be able to problem-solve and offer different solutions to help my team/ class/ school be more democratic. 

 Explain how it feels to be a part of a positive school community and be listened to.  

 Explain why being democratic is important and can help me and others feel valued. 

 Justify why being in a democracy helps people feel valued and is fair. 

 

Computing 

This half term, we will be focusing on our digital literacy and coding skills. 

As computer programmers we will: 

• Use specified screen coordinates to control movement. 

• Set the appearance of objects and create sequences of changes. 

• Create and edit sounds. Control when they are heard, their volume, duration and rests. 

• Specify conditions to trigger events. 

•  Use IF THEN conditions to control events or objects. 

RE 

This year in RE, we will be focusing on Christianity.  

As RE students we will... 

• Present the key teachings and beliefs of a religion. 

• Refer to religious figures and holy books to explain answers. 

• Identify religious symbolism in literature and the arts. 

 


