
Sheffield Road, Oxspring, Sheffield, S36 8YW 
tel: 01226 763020 fax: 01226 763020 
email: s.irwin@oxspring primary.co.uk 
 

Headteacher: Mrs Sharon Irwin 
 

 
 

16th July 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers 

July Updates – Full Reopening Plans for September 2020 

As always, I hope that this letter finds you and your family well. I can’t quite believe that we have actually arrived at the 

end of the school year after what can only be described as a whirlwind four months. No one could ever have predicted the 

way that 2020 has turned out and the challenges that we have all had to face. However, the way that you and your family 

have supported us as a school, and the way that our amazing community has come together, has been simply phenomenal!  I 

would like to personally thank you all for your incredible hard work with home schooling and for your positive and supportive 

feedback, which really does mean so much to everyone. 

I would also like to pass on my sincere and heartfelt thanks to our fantastic staff team 

who have worked so tirelessly throughout all of this to make sure that our children continue to be at the heart of 

everything that we do. Alongside this, we have been so incredibly well supported by our wonderful governing body 

who have also been there for us every step of the way – so thank you governors for all that you do! 

Throughout all of this, your children have been completely remarkable and are an absolute credit to you and your 

family. It has been so lovely to see more and more children return with the keeping in touch sessions and we cannot 

wait to see everyone back safe and well in September! 

As we prepare for the full reopening of school in line with the latest DFE guidance, I wanted to share an overview of key information with you in 

advance of September.  DFE guidance for parents  and carers can be found at : https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjetffJoNnWAhWBOBoKHa55CuUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cps.derbyshire.sch.uk/ofsted-result/&psig=AOvVaw0OhF3EvywCK27zPqnrW1B4&ust=1507285042350168
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
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need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-

about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak  

I have worked with staff and governors to develop an updated risk assessment for the full reopening, outlining the latest control measures needed, 

and this will be uploaded onto our website and shared with the Local Authority by the end of the week.  Please note that our plans will be subject to 

the close monitoring of conditions at both a national and local level and may therefore need to change. In consultation with the Governing Body, we will 

continue to risk assess the safety of our provision on a regular basis and will contact families if any changes need to be made as soon as possible. 

The current details for September are as follows:  

Specific 

aspect 

Details 

Attendance School attendance is compulsory from the beginning of the autumn term and will be closely monitored in line with statutory guidance.  

Can you please inform the school office if your child has any medical conditions that we are not currently aware of which may impact 

on their attendance. 

Punctuality  Arrival / pick up times are detailed below for each class. Please can you support us by keeping to the exact timings to minimise 

contact between different groups. Late arrivals will be recorded and monitored in line with statutory guidance.  

Groupings Your child will remain in their own class bubbles, with class teacher and TA /s. Staff moving between bubbles will be limited. 

Plans to minimise contact between bubbles will be implemented through the use of staggered start/ finish times, playground zones 

and lunchtime rotas.  

Where it is age appropriate, classrooms will be organised so that, wherever possible, children will be forward facing in order to 

minimise the risk of any infection. Each child will use the same space every day. Classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned on a daily 

basis.  

Staffing We are delighted to report that all staff will be back to school in September, unless they are unable to work due to medical reasons. 

School 

uniform 

School uniform will be back to normal expectations in September please (see attached uniform list).  Could we please ask that each 

item of clothing is labelled to avoid an abundance of lost property items. 

PE Kit PE kit expectations will also be back to normal – see uniform list.  Individual class teachers will be in touch regarding PE times and 

expectations for changing for PE. 

Equipment Class 1, 2 and 3 - Resources will be provided. 

Class 4 and 5 - In order to follow DFE guidance and to ensure that all children have access to their own equipment, could we please 

ask that your child brings in their own pencil case (plain and flat to fit in a tray) with pencil, rubber, pencil sharpener, glue stick, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
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colouring pencils. Individual Class teachers will provide further details with age specific resource requests. Many thanks in 

advance of your support with this.   

If you are unable to provide resources, please do be reassured that your child will have access to their own resources from school. 

Book Bags Book bags can now be brought back into school for reading books, homework etc. These can be purchased from the office for £4.50. 

Water 

bottles 

Labelled water bottles need to be brought into school each day (washed and cleaned each night). Bottles can be bought from office 

for £1.25 

Curriculum We will provide a return to our broad and engaging curriculum, with an increased focus on reading, writing, phonics, spellings and 

maths skills. These skills will also be further embedded within our wider curriculum offer. Oxspring Minds will continue to raise the 

profile of the five ways to emotional health and wellbeing. 

Additional 

support 

As the children arrive back in school, we will assess and review all children’s progress and provide access to additional support and 

intervention as required. Please continue to support us by encouraging your child to read / share a book every day. 

Homework Weekly homework expectations will continue along with half termly topic projects. Individual class teachers will inform you of 

homework expectations at the start of September. 

School meals 

/ lunchtime 

provision 

Please see attached a letter from our catering service and a temporary menu. The initial offer will be reviewed in mid-September. 

Lunches will continue to be served in class bubbles / in the Hall (staggered approach) initially and will be regularly reviewed in line 

with health and safety guidance. SMSAs will be assigned to individual class bubbles. 

Milk Is available to order from www.freshpastures.co.uk.  

Out of School 

Club 

Our Out of School Club will resume in September, with access to the Hall to minimise contact between class bubbles. Please contact 

the office if you require further details. Snacks served at the after school club will be cold snacks due to being in the hall.  

Extra- 

curricular 

clubs 

We will review our offer in September and where possible offer class bubble clubs if space allows. 

Playtimes Playtimes will take place in our current zoned areas – one for each class bubble. Play equipment will provided for each class bubble 

and will be cleaned regularly in line with the DFE guidance. 

Music Ukulele will start in the second week in September for Class 4. 

All other peripatetic music provision – we will update you when we have clarification from Barnsley Music Service 

Choir – Will have to be cancelled until health and safety guidance allows group singing 

Swimming  The plan is for swimming to take place for Class 4 in the spring term, subject to health and safety guidance. 

Contact 

details 

Could you please inform the office if you have any change in your personal contact details as soon as possible so that we can update 

our records accordingly. 

http://www.freshpastures.co.uk/
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Access to 

school office  

Access to the school office will continue to be limited and contact should be via email or phone call please. If you do need to come 

into school, please phone 01226 763020 to make an appointment. 

Arrival and 

collection 

procedures 

 

Please note the arrival and collection times and access points below:  

(If you have a child in another class, please arrive at your eldest child’s time on the rota for drop off and collection) 

 It is essential that all children/parents socially distance during these transition periods. 

 Please note only one parent/carer should drop off/pick up each day to minimise the number of adults on site. 

 All children must arrive on time to ensure there is no overlap with other classes. 

 Please do not come any earlier than the allocated start time, so that social distancing is adhered to. 

 Our current one way system will continue,  which means that one parent / carer and their child / children will be required 

to enter through the designated gate 

 Front gates to be used for Class 1, 2 and 4 

 Back gate for Class 3 and 5 

 If using the front gate, please line up in the socially distanced drop off zones (ie the area with the class lines and now with 

distanced ‘spots’ on the floor).  Class 4 will use the zone near to the astro turf. 

 We strongly recommend that the children in Class 4 and 5 come into the school premises independently please, once 

they have got used to the new systems. 

 White markings are currently on the playground showing the one-way system at the front of school. 

 Myself and several members of staff will be on hand to greet the children each morning and to explain the procedures. 

 Parents / carers will not be able to enter the classrooms with the staff. Instead they should leave the playground, following 

the one-way system and out of the large front gates (near to the bus stop).  

 The same one-way system will apply to pick up times. Please wait in the pick-up zone (on the socially distanced spots) and 

the children will be brought out to you. 

 To limit the amount of parents on the playground at any one time, punctuality for both start and finish times is 

crucial please, so many thanks in advance for your support and understanding with this. 

 We are delighted that Mrs Hart will resume her school crossing patrol at the start and the end of each day. 
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Class start 

and finish 

times 

 

Class Drop Off time Pick up  time Access 

Class 1 9.00am 3.10pm Front gate 

Class 2 8.50am 3.20pm Front gate 

Class 3 8.55am 3.20pm Back gate 

Class 4 8.45am 3.30pm Front gate 

Class 5 8.45am 3.30pm Back gate 

 

Please arrive on time to ensure that we are able to limit numbers. As stated above, if you have a child / children in other classes 

please drop off and pick up all your children at the time of your eldest child’s rota. 

 

If you have any questions about any of the information detailed above, please do not hesitate to get in touch. I will ensure that you are kept informed 

of any changes to the guidance over the summer if required and will provide an additional update before we start back in school on Wednesday 2nd 

September 2020. I will also provide parents with updates regarding COVID symptoms and school procedures at the same time. 

Year 6 leavers 

Year 6….what can I say!! 

Our Year 6 children have been absolutely incredible in the way that they have taken all of the changes 

and the cancellation of our usual end of year events in their stride. It really does go to show what an 

amazing and mature group of young people they are. They have had to come to terms with so much change 

but have carried on with such resilience, positivity and enthusiasm, making us all so very proud of them. 

Mrs Rolling and Mr Stratford have worked hard to ensure that their last few weeks in school have been 

memorable and the children have their special ‘socially distanced disco and pizza night’ to look forward 

to tonight – thank you so much to our wonderful PTA! I look forward to welcoming our Year 6 children 

and families back at a suitable time in the autumn term when we can come together (albeit at a safe 

distance) to celebrate their journey through Oxspring at a special Oxspar’s Reunion event. Until then, 

can I just say a massive thank you to each and every Year 6 child for being ‘awesome’ and for helping to 
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make our school the fabulous place that it is. We are going to miss you so much and look forward to hearing 

of your fantastic achievements at PGS. Thank you also to our Year 6 families who have provided so much 

support and encouragement throughout your child’s time at Oxspring and for being such remarkable and 

wonderful members of our school community.  

Finally, on behalf of all the staff and governors, can I take this opportunity to wish you all a very safe and 

enjoyable summer and I look forward to seeing all of our new classes return in September. 

Warmest regards 

Sharon Irwin 

 

 

 


