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Welcome back 

I hope you have all had a restful half term break and the children are now raring to go! I 

appreciate that a change in classroom and teacher has a significant impact on all children, and 

whilst I have taught them all before, I have been delighted with how the class have quickly 

settled into a new routine. The work produced from the ancient Egyptian topic has been superb 

and we are putting the finishing touches to the display in the classroom so you can see examples 

of the work from the children. We will be continuing the theme of Egyptians this half term 

although the focus will move from historical to geographical as we study rivers and particularly 

the river Nile. As always, should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact Mrs Bower or myself. 

Mrs Rolling and Mrs Bower 

 h.rolling@oxspringprimary.co.uk 
Topic- Egyptians and Rivers 

Our topic will focus on the Ancient Egyptians and move to our geography topic of rivers 

As geographers we will: 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation 

belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 

• Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the world and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, including hills, mountains and rivers,  

• Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location. 

• Use a range of geographical resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions of the characteristic 

features of a location 

• Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water 

supplies. 

Literacy 

We will be using our topic of the Ancient Egyptians and rivers to support our learning in literacy and this will 

provide opportunities to develop skills in the three key areas of writing: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will 

• Write a suspense story 

• Write a Newspaper report 

• Write a setting description 

Discrete handwriting practice takes place at least three times per week and will be used alongside spelling 

work. Children have access to spelling shed where they will find their weekly spellings and current spelling 

bee set of words. Taking time to practise spellings at home is vital as the expectations at the end of year 6 

are very challenging! Children will have daily grammar and punctuation questions alongside discrete teaching 

which will be incorporated into the written work as appropriate. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy – Morning learning 

Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please can all children be at school for this time as results 

have shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on 

children’s attainment. 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Week 1 to 3 Algebra 

 To find one and two step rules 

 To substitute letters and numbers 

 To use formulae to find missing values 

 To form equations 

 To solve one and two step equations 
Week 4 and 5 measurement 

 To convert units of metric measurements 

 To convert between metric and imperial measurements  

 To convert measurements to solve everyday problems 
Week 5 and 6 

 To calculate the area and perimeter of rectilinear shapes 

 To calculate the area of a triangle 

 To calculate the area of a parallelogram 

 To calculate the volume of a cuboid 

 Home learning 

When relevant homework tasks are available, these will be set on MyMaths to be completed following work in 

class. Alternatively, I may send out in a paper format linked to work completed in class. Where gaps are 

identified, additional work will be set and MyMaths allows children to access any of the learning slides or 

homework tasks at any time. 

Reading 

Reading will be delivered through whole class guided reading using the VIPERS approach to questioning during these 

sessions children will have opportunity to read aloud and to participate in discussions about vocabulary, structure and 

meaning of a text. Guided reading will use our topic linked text which for this half term will be Secrets of the Sun King 

by Emma Carol. Where children require additional input, they will have 1:1 reading sessions focussing on the pace of 

reading and comprehension of a text. Children need to be reading at a speed of approximately 100 words per minute by 

year 6 and this can only be achieved by regular reading of a range of age appropriate texts by different authors and 

covering a range of contexts to ensure exposure to new vocabulary. As you will be aware, I have my own large selection 

of books in addition to our school library and I will encourage children to choose books which first and foremost 

interest them but also challenges and extends their reading ability. 

 

Spellings 

We will continue to use the ‘No Nonsense’ spelling scheme to issue weekly spellings and these will be added to the 

children’s spelling shed accounts. The list of words for the spelling bee are also on spelling shed and children have 

completed two interim assessments and know which words they need to focus on. In addition to the actual spelling of 

the words these are other ways to help your child will spellings: 

 Encourage your child to use the word in a sentence 

 Discuss the spelling rules for the words (what makes a word tricky to spell?) 

 Make up rhymes, sayings etc. to help to remember the spellings 

 Where appropriate challenge children to find as many synonyms or antonyms for the words 

 



 

Art 

As artists we will focus on the use of water colours: 

• Sketch (lightly) before painting to combine line and colour. 

• Create a colour palette based upon colours observed in the natural or built world. 

• Use the qualities of watercolour and acrylic paints to create visually interesting pieces. 

• Combine colours, tones and tints to enhance the mood of a piece. 

• Use brush techniques and the qualities of paint to create texture. 

• Develop a personal style of painting, drawing upon ideas from other artists. 

Computing 

I am very grateful that Dr Fox has offered to continue to support our computing lessons this half term. 

Last half term the children used coding to create their own version of ‘Crossy roads’. The children will 

continue to extend their knowledge and skills in coding using the SCRATCH software. 

As programmers we will develop a range of skills including: 

• Set IF conditions for movements. Specify types of rotation giving the number of degrees. 

• Use IF THEN ELSE conditions to control events or objects. 

• Set events to control other events by ‘broadcasting’ information as a trigger. 

 

PE 

Class 5 will have PE on Thursday and Friday mornings with Mr Stratford the focus for this half term will be on athletics 

As athletes we will: 

• Combine sprinting with low hurdles over 60 metres. 

• Choose the best place for running over a variety of distances. 

• Throw accurately and refine performance by analysing technique and body shape. 

• Show control in take off and landings when jumping. 

• Compete with others and keep track of personal best performances, setting targets for improvement. 

Science 

In science our topic will continue with Living things and their habitats 

As a scientist : 

I can give reasons for classifying animals based on their similarities and differences. 

I can describe how living things are classified into groups. 

I can identify the characteristics of different types of animals. 

I can classify a creature based on its characteristics. 

I can describe and investigate helpful and harmful micro-organisms. 

I can identify the characteristics of different types of micro-organisms. 

I can classify organisms found in my local habitat. 

I can explain the classification of organisms found in my local habitat. 


