
As readers the children will: 

 Read and evaluate a wide range of texts through guided reading, individual read-

ing and focussed activities. 

 Experience text across the entire curriculum 

 Start to develop an understanding of why authors choose particular words / 

phrases  / events in their writing. 

 Have the opportunity to read for pleasure. 

 Share their preferences with others in the class 

 Our class books this half term will be the spooky “Room 13” by Robert Swindells 

and  the rather less spooky “Dr Proctor’s Fart Powder” by Jo Nesbo. 

As writers, the children will: 

 Create fiction and non fiction texts including narratives, recounts, reports and poetry. 

 Learn about the features of the texts and how to apply these in their own work. 

 Continue to learn about different forms of grammar and punctuation and how to use 

them. 

 Be creative, imaginative and develop a flair and love of writing. 

As Mathematicians, we will be learning about: 

 Fractions: How to calculate them, and how to add, subtract, multiply and divide with them. 

 Link fractions to decimals. 

 Finding the lowest form of fractions. 

 Position, direction and coordinates. 

 Continue to revise the four operations.  

 All the above will involve a mixture of discrete skills, application, and problem solving. 

Welcome to the second edition of the Class 5 newsletter 2019 

This half term is always  busy with the fun activities leading up to 

Christmas. It is also, of course, my final half term at Oxspring Primary 

school so my intention is to make this the best half term it can be for the 

children.  

We will be starting our new topic which has been modestly titled “Around 

The World With Mr West” which will involve developing our geographical 

skills.  The children have asked if we can do some more baking so we will 

be fitting that into the topic as well, using the places we visit as inspiration. 

As always, please remember that you can contact me or email me at any 

time if there is anything about your child’s welfare or education that you 

would like to discuss with me, or if you just want to call in and have a  look 

at their work.  

With thanks as always, 

Mr P West 

Home Learning: 

As usual, the half termly homework grid will follow this newsletter. The submission date will 

be the last week of term unless your children choose to do the Christmas decoration task, in 

which case any date from December 1st onwards will be ideal. 

In addition, I will set the usual work on MyMaths, spellings will come home weekly along-

side the task on spelling shed, reading books and TT rockstars. Please contact me in school 

if you have any difficulty on accessing any of these resources. 



Around The World With Mr West 

 

In this topic we shall be learning about different cities and countries around the world 

and learning about the geography, culture and key features of each place. This will also 

inspire our artwork and also some baking. 

 

As geographers we will: 

 

 Use a range of geographical resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions 

of the characteristic features of a location. 

 

 Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the world and their identify-

ing human and physical characteristics, including hills, mountains, rivers, key 

topographical features and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 

these aspects have changed over time. 

 

 

Science: 

May the forces be with you! 

We shall be learning  about the many forces including friction, gravity, 

thrust and air resistance. We shall plan and conduct a range of 

investigations and drawing conclusions from our findings. 

As scientists we will: 

  Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth 

because of the force of gravity acting between the Earth and 

the falling object. 

 Identify the effect of drag forces, such as air resistance, water resistance and friction 

that act between moving surfaces. 

 Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and 

labels, classification keys, tables, bar and line graphs, and models. 

  Report findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations of 

Mrs Darigala will be teaching the following subjects 

Spanish 

The children will be 

focussing on learning 

the numbers to 20 

and then words and 

phrases which will 

teach them how to 

speak about their family. 

RE: 

Continuing the theme of Hiinduism, the children will be answering 

the question “Why are some times special?” with particular 

reference to the festivals of Diwalii and Janmashtimi. 

Music 

The main focus will be learning songs ready for our Christmas 

celebrations. I will also be working on our entry to this years “Carols 

around the tree” class competition.  

Sport and PE 

Mr Stratford will continue to lead these sessions on Thursdays and Fridays each week. This half term he will 

be training the children to improve their skills in hockey, tag rugby and sit down volleyball. Mr Stratford is 

very keen to be outside as much as possible so please ensure that your children have approrioate clothing for 

outdoor PE on each of these days. 

Computing 

We shall be continuing our programming 

work with Dr Fox each week. This half 

term we will be creating blocks, 

paratmeters and functions to create 

patterns and designs. In addition to this 

the children will be learning how to 

make their programs as streamlined and 

as efficient as possible. 

Art and Design 

Mrs Irwin will be teaching the children to draw in the style of 

various 20th century artists starting with Pablo Picasso. 

We will be undertaking a bridge building task inspired by our 

around the world topic. 


