
From Mrs Irwin—  I felt very 

proud this week to join Mr West, Mrs 
Gratton-Rayson and some of our school 
gardeners when we went to visit the 
Town Hall to collect our RHS gold 
garden award and best in category! It is 

a real honour for our school to receive such 
prestigious awards and ‘thank you’ never 
seems enough to say to Mrs Gratton– Rayson 
and her team .Our children have the most 
amazing opportunities in our garden and it is 
such an integral part of our school community. 
The feedback by the judges is incredible and 
really highlights the contributions made by the 

children. I am delighted to report that the Penistone Living magazine 
want to write an article about our garden in a forthcoming issue, so we 
will keep you posted! Thank you so much to 
everyone who came along to our Macmillan 
Coffee morning today. It was lovely to see so 
many of you there for such a worthy cause. 
Thanks also to everyone for your generous 
donations of cakes and buns! Finally, please note 
that there will be no newsletter next week. It will return on Friday 11th  
October. Wishing you an enjoyable weekend. 

CLASS 4 SPACE CENTRE VISIT—On Tuesday,  Class 4  

went to the very informative National Space 
Centre in Leicester, as part of our topic 
learning. Whilst we were there, we went to 
the Tranquility base where there were lots of 
amazing challenges to complete, including 
having to control a space robot. Later we 
visited the huge planetarium and we went into 

space and looked at the different planets and solar 
systems. We also visited the planetarium again to 
find out what it is like to be an astronaut. It was a 
brilliant day. Thank you so much to all the staff and 
volunteers for taking us on such a special and 
memorable visit!  (By Freya and  Georgia) 

 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  - None this week due to 

Macmillan Coffee morning. Watch this space in our next issue on 11th 

October.  

 

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT ……. We are delighted to say a 

very huge ‘well done’ to this week’s children in the spotlight. If 

your child does something that deserves a special mention, please do 

contact the school office with the details. 

 

 

 

 

Happy weekend everyone!  
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Huge congratulations 
to Sophie D (Class 2) 
for a brilliant week of 
awards recently,  
which culminated in 
her receiving a medal 
and certificate from 

the Mayor after she completed the summer 
long reading challenge set by Penistone Li-
brary! This followed two amazing prizes at the 
Penistone agricultural show when Sophie’s 
brilliant courgette whale sculpture and her cup 
of wild flowers were awarded 2nd place in 
very stiff competition indeed! We are very 
proud of you Sophie and your family are too!  

ATTENDANCE—  Class attendance for last 

week is as follows: Class 1 - 97%, Class 2—99%; Class 3—

100%; Class 4—95.2%; Class 5—98.5%. Well done and 

thank you Class 3 for 100% attendance!  

Massive congratulations to Henry D (Class 2) for 
his sensational cricket achievements with Denby 
CC over the summer. Henry was awarded the 
impressive ‘Players’ player of year’ title and all 
the players from all the teams voted for him. The 
coach said that Henry has played in all three 
sides (under 9s,11s and 13s!) this season with 
the hard ball. He’s never complained when he’s 
been hit! He has been in the field and bowled to 

the best of his ability to help the teams out when short of players 
in the under 11s and under 13s!  They  even pick him up off the 
floor and throw him in the air when he gets someone out! They 
can’t believe he’s only 6!!   Well done Henry—your family are 
super proud of you and so are we!  

We are delighted and proud to report that Alfred 
D (Class 5) has also made a huge impact in his 
cricketing skills, just like his younger brother! He 
received the ‘Most improved player’ award! Al-
fred won the award for his commitment to the 
team, for rallying everyone round and for his ex-
cellent team spirit. Alfred has taken the role of 
wicket keeper and has improved his skills. This 

was mainly for under 11’s.  This season both Alfred and Henry con-
tributed to the under 9s Denby CC first tournament win at Emley 
Moor CC. Wow—what a fantastic achievement for you both and 
your family!  You are sporting stars!  



ROVING REPORTERS  -  Class 1  -  Class 1 have been 

exploring both outside and inside in their learning. They have also 

used the computer and had lots of fun. In maths they learnt about 

numbers. They have some excellent speech bubbles on display 

showing their writing. Someone very exciting came into their class at 

the weekend, the Gruffalo, it appeared on Saturday! (By Lucas); 

Class 2  -  During literacy, Class 2 have been writing about how Evil 

Scissors came to their classroom and they also made wanted 

posters! In maths they have been counting backwards. With Mr 

Stratford the children are learning rugby skills, including how to 

throw and catch. For their topic work they have done a time line of 

the human life.  (By Rhea and Leah); Class 3  -  As part of their 

maths work, Class 3 have been learning about more and less than. 

They have also been working hard in literacy on exploring verbs 

about a volcano to write an acrostic poem. In topic, the children 

have been looking at different volcanoes and finding out about their 

features. Finally Class 3 been learning about the celebration of 

Diwali (By Louie and Sonny); Class 4  - During maths class 4 have 

used number lines to explore place value, addition and subtraction! 

Class 4 are great artists and they proved this by using their amazing 

skills in their awesome space pictures (with chalk pastels)! 

Computing was as fun as ever with Mr West as they were basing it 

on their topic. The children designed games involving an astronaut 

and some obstacles; the aim of the game was to make your 

astronaut collect as many stars as possible in the limited time! (By 

Lily M and Daisy); Class 5  -  During this week, Class 5 have been 

designing Christmas cards using oil pastels, pens and pencils .In 

maths, we have been learning about addition, multiplication and 

subtractions using hundreds of thousands. We have also been 

solving maths equations (based on the book we have been reading 

in guided reading!). During literacy, Class 5 have been learning about 

diary writing and have produced some remarkable written work. In 

PE, we have been trying to improve our basketball skills with Mr 

Stratford. (By Jemima and Scarlett) 

START THE DAY WITH 
CODING—Many thanks to everyone 

who came along to our start the day with 
coding last week. It was lovely to see so many 
of you there!  

 

BIKEABILITY—Well done to our Year 5 and 6 pupils in their 

Bikeability last week!  

PTA—  
Thank you to everyone who came 

along to the first PTA meeting of the year. It is another exciting 
year ahead and lots of plans to build on what has been 
achieved so far. 
 

REMINDER— The first draw of 
the school lottery will take place on 
Saturday 19th October, so please 
buy your tickets now!www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/
school/oxspring-primary-school-pta Many thanks for your 
support. 
 

CHANGE OF DATE—SAVE THE DATE  - 
CHRISTMAS FAIR— Please note that this year’s 
Christmas Fair and will now be on Friday 29th November at 
5.30pm.  (Class 4 bun day will also be on this day) 

 

PARKING COMPLAINT— We have received a 
complaint from a local resident on Mayfield that some of our 
parents / carers are parking on the double yellow lines and 
causing an obstruction. Could we please ask that when 
dropping children off for school, everyone considers the road 
markings and the impact on nearby residents. Many thanks for 
your support and understanding.  
 

CENSUS DAY MENU— Thursday 3rd October.  
There is a special menu on Census day of all day breakfast 
(main), pasta (census special), quiche as the vegetarian option 
or sandwiches as normal. Census day is very important in 
school and the funding we receive for the Universal Infant 
Free School Meals is based on how many children in Class 1 & 
2 have a school lunch on this day, so we would appreciate as 
many school lunches as possible please.   
Dates for your diary: 
 

 We are celebrating National Poetry Day in school next 
Thursday 3rd October 2019 

 Fit Friday is next week on Friday 4th October in the Hall from 
8.15am / it is also Class 1 Gruffalo workshop 

 Wednesday 9th October is EYFS (Reception) Phonics and 
early reading workshop for parents / carers  at 9am. 

 Monday 14th October 9am Individual and family photos 
with Tempest 

 Week starting Monday 14th October we have a Book People 
Book fair in school—letter to follow.  

 Open afternoon and evening  for prospective parents on 

Monday 14th October (1.30pm) and Tuesday 15th October  
(6pm). Please spread the word!  

 Harvest festival 17th October at 2pm.  
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