
From Mrs Irwin—  Thank you so 

much to everyone who organised and took 
part in our first ever Penistone Mayor’s 
Parade last weekend. We were delighted 
to be awarded third place for our walking 
float and felt so incredibly proud of all the 
children (past, present and future!) who 
took part, along with family members and 

even pets! It just goes to show again what a fantastic community 
we have here at Oxspring and how so many people go the extra 
mile for us (quite literally!). Please see overleaf for further details, 
but on behalf of everyone at school can we say a very big 
‘THANKYOU’ to the parents / carers and family members who 
made it possible for us to take part. On another note, I felt very 
privileged to have been able to take our MPs to the Houses of 
Parliament last week, along with a few other staff members (see 
further details overleaf). The children were an absolute credit to 
our school, displaying excellent behaviour, manners and respect. I 
was also very proud to be able to join Mr West and our Year 6 
pupils for their end of year visit to Flamingoland! The children 
were wonderful! You can see more about that in next week’s 
newsletter. Finally, I look forward to seeing you at the Duck Race 
tonight at 6pm!  

ROVING REPORTERS – Class 1—Class 1 have been 

very thoughtful as they have been making surprises for Father’s 

Day (we don’t want to spoil the surprise though!). The class have 

been writing what their fathers do to care for them. In addition, 

the children have been doing some amazing maths games. With 

Mr Stratford in PE, they have even been hopping and skipping!  (By 

Alfie B and Eddie) ; Class 2  - During literacy, Class 2 have been 

making up their own characters to go up a beanstalk .They also 

made up their own land at the top! PE has been great fun as they 

have been learning the skills of bench ball. The children also learnt 

about the life cycle of a plant in science, and they even went on a 

nature walk around Oxspring. (By Ila and Daisy S); Class 3— This 

week Class 3 have been looking at our lovely village of Oxspring!  

They looked around at Bower Dell and thought about our school. 

In PE, the children have been learning about the skills and rules of 

Mat Ball. Mat Ball is a game where you kick the ball and run to the 

checkpoints before the fielders run you out. In art Class 3 sketched 

the ‘Tin Forest’ which is a book which they are reading at the 

moment. (By Jonah and Miles); Class 4  - This week, Class 4 

have been writing about balanced arguments regarding 

deforestation. In their maths learning they have been exploring 

line graphs. In PE the children are very privileged to develop their 

skills with a special cricket coach over the next few weeks!  The 

children were completing independent science investigations 

about whether the height of a ramp controls the speed of a car. 

What a busy week they have had! (By Sonny and Archie); Class 5  

-  Class 5 have been taking part in the ‘breakfast quiz’ which is a 

series of tricky tests that lead up to finding a mystery breakfast – 

the healthiest breakfast to have at the start of the day! Rehearsals 

have started for this year’s KS2 show which is going to be amazing! 

Tickets will be on sale soon so watch this space for more 

information! The year 6 pupils had a superb day at Flamingoland 

as part of their end of year treat! (By Daisy and Daisy S) 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS - Excellent learners will 

return next Friday, so watch this space. 

OUTDOOR LEARNING DAY— Further to  the last 

newsletter before half term, we would like to say a very big ‘thank 

you’ once again to Emily Gratton-Rayson who led an amazing outdoor 

learning day for us again.  Isabelle and Harriet from Class 5 report the 

following: ‘We are very thankful to Mrs Gratton-Rayson for letting us 

use the school garden to complete 3 tasks  - making pancakes , pond 

dipping  and clay leaf prints. For the pancakes there was a choice of 

blueberries or chocolate chips! Pond dipping was also great fun! (By 

Isabelle and Harriet) 

TOPICS—For your information, the children are currently 

learning about the following topics this half term: Class 1 – In the 

garden ; Class 2 – Gardeners’ world ; Class 3–  What a wonderful 

world! Class 4 – Water ; Class 5—  World Wildlife. Please let us know 

if you have any information or resources to share!  

HOUSEPOINTS — Well done to the red team 

for winning the house cup this term. It was a very close 

call indeed! Many thanks to Thomas K (House Captain) 

for collecting the cup so proudly on behalf of his team. 

CRICKET –Class 4 and 5 are very lucky to have the 

support of a cricket coach for the first 4 weeks of this half term. The 

children are developing a wide range of skills including: fielding, 

catching and bowling.  Martin [the coach] said that the pupils are very 

good and he is pleased with how things are progressing.  Class 4 and 5 

are also learning how to bat properly and time the contact with the 

bat and ball. (By Alfie B and Sonny).  

FIT FRIDAY  - Many thanks  to 

everyone who came along  to June’s Fit 

Friday this morning.  A great way to start 

Duck Race day!!  

ATTENDANCE—  Class attendance for last week is as follows: 

Class 1 - 100%, Class 2—97.2%; Class 3—95.5%; Class 4—93.3%; Class 

5—95.5%. Well done and thank you to Class 1!  

Dates for your diary: 

 Wednesday 19th June is new starter parents’ meeting at 6pm 

 Friday 21st June is Class 1 visit to  the Butterfly House  

 Tuesday 25th June Year 4 and 5 ‘Opera North Big Sing’ event 
at the Metrodome 

 Wednesday 3rd July is Class 4 ukulele concert at the 
Metrodome 

 Watch this space for details about a special Independence 
day lunch on 4th July  

 July’s Fit Friday is on 5th July at 8.15am in the Hall 

 KS2 show is on 10th and 11th July—details to follow 

 Friday 12th July—end of year reports to parents / Class 5 visit 
to Scarborough 
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PTA UPDATES 

Well it may not be the glorious sunny evening spent down by the river we 
had planned and hoped for, but it will still be a fun filled night of games, 
stalls, food and drink, amazing prizes at our slightly altered Duck ‘Race’! It 
will be a  wonderfully enjoyable way to raise lots of money for our incredible 

little school! 
We all look forward to welcoming you at school later today—our 2019 Duck Race and Summer Fayre begins at 6pm. See you all there! 

Oxspring PTA 

GOVERNOR NEWS 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It's been lovely weather for ducks lately! Myself and other Governors are looking forward to seeing everyone come together at the school 
for the annual Oxspring Primary School PTA Duck Race tonight. Many thanks to all of you who have bought race tickets, donated prizes, 
baked goodies and volunteered time in preparation for the event—we are incredibly lucky to have such a wonderful school community 
raising funds to benefit our school!  

Last weekend saw Oxspring Primary School's first walking float in the Penistone Gala, where the Mayor Cllr Gillian Millner awarded us third 
prize. It was a splendid sight to behold, with over 40 pupils, parents, siblings and staff joining in the fairy tale themed fun. We hope to 
participate again next year.  

Parent Governor Mrs Stanger visited school during the KS2 SATs week in May and witnessed pupils sitting one of the Maths tests. Pupils 
behaved impeccably throughout the SATs period, and we are all proud of the level of maturity and effort shown by pupils across the KS1 and 
KS2 SATs.  

In STEM news, we are fortunate to have been chosen again to receive the free Dyson design and engineering kits. These will be used in the 
coming weeks in class 4 and class 2 for various experiments. Class 1 will be looking at growing plants and healthy eating. 

On behalf of the Governors, I hope you all have a great weekend. 

Mrs Mahoney (Co-opted Governor)  

MPS VISIT TO THE HOUSES OF 

PARLIAMENT—On Wednesday 5th of June the 

Pupil Parliament and some of the staff went down to London to 

have a tour of the Houses of Parliament. First we took a train to 

Kings Cross Station  and then we walked to the Victoria line to take the underground. Finally 

we walked to the massive and incredibly impressive Houses of Parliament for our tour  - it was amazing! It was 

wonderful to be taken on a tour of the building and to learn all about its history. Standing inside the House of Lords 

and seeing the incredible area dripping in gold where the Queen sits for the grand opening of Parliament was 

stunning! We felt very proud to be able to represent our school and to visit such a historic building to learn about 

the role of Parliament over the centuries!  We also visited some  other amazing sights like Buckingham Palace, The 

Mall, Downing Street, St. James’ Park, Trafalgar Square and Leicester Square.   Thank you to Mr Cassidy, staff and 

parents for making the visit possible. (By Eddie – Oxspring MP) 

MAYOR’S PARADE—As a school we are really lucky to have 

achieved 3rd place at the Penistone Mayor’s Parade last weekend. Especially as 

Oxspring have not entered the parade before!!  One thing that was awesome 

about the parade was the Ducker family’s costumes! If you know the movie 

‘Shrek’, you will recognise Mr and Mrs Ducker immediately! This was a 

wonderful experience for the children. Can we just say a  big ‘thank you’ to Luna’s 

mum and dad for making the handprint tree—it looked amazing! Thank you so much to everyone who came 

along dressed in their best fairy tale costumes and to all the adults who made it possible for us to take part!  We 

are so lucky to have your support! (By Lauren and Daisy S) Wishing everyone a very happy weekend!  
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