
Spring 2 2018 News Letter                                                     

 Class 4  

Welcome back  

It has to be said that we have had a fantastic first spring half term and the children have thoroughly enjoyed the 

Harry Potter topic which has resulted in a range of fantastic written work. One of the final pieces of writing was 

to write a persuasive letter to Mrs Irwin to have a Harry Potter celebration day. With the quality of the writing, 

it was impossible for Mrs Irwin to say no therefore we will  celebrate our topic in our first week back before 

moving on to our new topic of The Ancient Maya. In addition, we will be supporting our topic with a new class novel 

‘The Explorer by Katherine Riddell. Mrs Paige, who is a student from Sheffield Hallam University, will be with our 

class for the majority of the term and will gradually be teaching more of the lessons with my support and guidance 

in the classroom. As always, should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak myself or 

Mrs Bower. 

Mrs Rolling and Mrs Bower 

Topic- The Maya 

This half terms topic is The Ancient May. Our topic, whilst being heavily based on the history of this civilisation, will 

also look at the geography of South America and how the environment impacted on the Ancient Mayans. 

As Historians we will: 
 use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past. 

 use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more accurate understanding of history. 

 suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

 compare some of the times studied with those of other areas of interest around the world. 

 describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 

 describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and 

children. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using date 

As geographers we will:  
  Ask and answer geographical questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location 

  Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features. 

  Describe key aspects of physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle.  

 Describe key aspects of human geography, including: settlements and land use 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

We will be using our topic of The Maya and our whole class text to support our learning in literacy and this 

will provide opportunities to develop skills in the three key areas of writing: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will 

• Write a non-chronological report 

• Write an adventure story 

• Write instructions 

 

This half term we will continue to focus on the teaching of handwriting in discrete sessions and look 

to issue more pen licences for children who are writing at the acceptable standard. 

 

      

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Numeracy – Morning learning 

Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please an all children be at school for this time as results 

have shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on 

children’s attainment. Following conversations at parents evening, I am delighted with the number of pupils 

who now take full advantage of the morning learning time and I thank all parents for their continued support. 

Numeracy – Objectives 
Weeks 1-2 Time 

 Convert between different units of measure, e.g. hour to minute. 
 Read, write & convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour clocks.  

 Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks to days. 

 

Weeks 3-5 Decimals 
 Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths.  

 Find the effect of dividing a one or two digit number by 10 or 100, identifying the value of the digits in the answer as 
ones, tenths and hundredths.  

 Recognise and write decimal equivalents to 1/4, 1/2, 3/4.  

 Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two decimal places.  

 Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number.  

Weeks 6-7 Money 
 Estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in pounds and pence.  

 Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to two decimal places.  

 

Home learning 

We have had some amazing successes with children’s recall of multiplication facts as a result of them regularly 

accessing the TT Rockstars app. Please can you ensure your child is using the app regularly at home to aim for instant 

recall of all multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12 tables. MyMaths tasks will continue to be set weekly when 

appropriate and should be completed once your child has followed the lesson. If children complete the homework and do 

not get all of the questions correct it is imperative that they complete the lesson again before attempting the home 

work for a second time. There is no limit to the number of attempts at the homework and the questions will change each 

time. 

Reading 

This half term, we will be using whole class guided reading as we use our text of The Explorer. The children 

will be challenged on their understating of the text on various levels using the ‘VIPERS’ range of questioning. 

Whilst accurate decoding of words is vitally important, making meaning from what children read is the 

ultimate aim of reading from any text. Reading with children at home is still incredibly important in years 4 

and 5 and I have attached example questions that you can ask your child about a piece of text they have read 

to you. If you have any questions regarding these, please do not hesitate to ask.   

 

Spellings 

Children will continue to be tested in small groups for their spellings and we encourage children to practise 

spellings regularly throughout the week and apply them in a sentence. Children will be tested on a given day of 

the week and new spellings will be issued so please ensure that their spelling book is in their school bag on 

that day along with their practise sheet. Several children have shown that whilst practising their spellings, 

they do not understand the vocabulary and therefore will not be able to apply what they have spent all week 

learning. Can I please ask that you discuss the vocabulary with your child and encourage them to apply the 

words verbally and in their written sentences. 



Music 

Children will continue with music lessons on Fridays with Mr Waller using the ukulele. Children are 

encouraged to take their instrument home to practise and return on Fridays. 

Art and DT 

This half term we will use the Mayan crafts as our inspiration to complete a number of DT tasks including 

weaving and mask making  

We will: 

• Select and arrange materials for a striking effect. 

• Ensure work is precise. 

• Use coiling, overlapping, tessellation, mosaic and montage 

• Create weavings 

 

 

Computing 

Mr West will be delivering the computing curriculum on Fridays in class 4 and this half term the focus will continue 

with web design then move on to  being cryptographers – using computational thinking to crack codes and solve puzzles. 

We will: 

 Design and write programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; 

solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts. 

 Use sequence, selections and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output; 

generate appropriate inputs and predicted outputs to test programs. 

 

• Use logical reasoning to explain how a simple algorithm works, detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs 

 PE 

Class 4 will have PE on Mondays and on Thursdays,- the Thursday session will be with Mr Stratford. Where possible the 

PE sessions will be outdoors so please can children have the correct and appropriate PE kit on these days. The daily mile 

will take please each day (weather permitting) so children need appropriate footwear every day. 

In gymnastics we will: 

• Plan, perform and repeat sequences. 

• Move in a clear, fluent and expressive manner. 

• Refine movements into sequences. 

• Show changes of direction, speed and level during a performance. 

• Travel in a variety of ways, including flight, by transferring weight to generate power in movements. 

• Show a kinesthetic sense in order to improve the placement and alignment of body parts (e.g. in balances experiment 

to find out how to get the centre of gravity successfully over base and organise body parts to create an interesting 

body shape). 

Science 

In science our topic is living things and their habitats 

As scientists we will: 

 group living things in a range of ways. 

 use a range of methods to sort living things 

 generate questions to use in a classification key 

 identify vertebrates by observing their similarities and differences. 

 create a classification key. 

 recognise positive and negative changes to the local environment.  

 record my observations in different way 

 


