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Our School’s Mission 

‘To be a learning community with a culture of ambition and achievement’ 

 

Our Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision 

  ‘Embracing Learning – a school for all’ 

Oxspring Primary School is a safe, happy, inclusive school which provides a strong 

foundation for lifelong learning. Our teachers nurture children to be determined to 

achieve the best they can; to believe in themselves; to show respect and appreciate 

the gifts and abilities of those around them; and to co-operate with one another 

patiently and responsibly.  Our children thrive in an environment which stimulates 

their curiosity and encourages them to be creative as well as hard-working. Our 

school is vibrant, caring and welcoming to all. 
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School aims 

We are committed to achieving excellent standards of academic achievement for our pupils. 

In addition, we aim to develop kind, responsible and independent children. 

At Oxspring Primary School we aim to: 

 To promote high standards of achievement for all learners, in all subjects 

 To develop and instill key life skills and values in our pupils 

 To encourage positive relationships and communications between home, our community 

and the wider world 

To promote high standards of academic achievement for all learners, in all subjects we 

will: 

 develop active learners, where all learning styles are celebrated 

 provide vibrant exciting learning environments 

 deliver a stimulating, thematic approach to teaching 

 recognise all achievements 

 encourage a sense of personal achievement, pride in work and high self-esteem 

 offer a wide range of enrichment opportunities and experiences. 

To develop and instil key life skills and values in our pupils we will: 

 increase confidence, a sense of responsibility and independence 

 promote a respect for themselves and others 

 value the contributions of all 

 develop the concept of right and wrong and encourage the highest possible standards of 

behaviour 

 use and apply academic and social skills in a range of situations 

To encourage positive relationships and communications between home, our community and 

the wider world we will: 

 nurture and encourage personal aspirations 

 recognise that everyone can make a difference in the world 

 ensure that we are all working to a common goal 
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 understand that education is a 3 way process between child, home and school 

 be an accessible and welcoming learning community 

 have respect for and understanding of others’ beliefs and ways of life. 

Curriculum intent 

Our job, in partnership with parents and carers, is to build the foundations for a successful 

education, to enable each child to discover the joy of learning, to help them to fulfil every 

aspect of their potential and to encourage their growth into effective and responsible citizens, 

ready to play their part in the world and their community.  

It encourages creative, independent, language rich, reflective individuals who are able to 

influence their own learning. The drivers which underpin our curriculum are developing resilience 

and independence and to equip pupils with the skills and thirst for lifelong learning. 

At Oxspring, we are very proud of our family atmosphere and we strive to not only provide the 

highest quality of education, but also help our children become successful and fulfilled 

individuals. 

As a school, we are fully committed to developing each child’s unique potential within a secure 

and caring environment. We believe that our children should not only reach their best 

academically, but also develop a thirst for knowledge and a love of learning.  The children of 

Oxspring Primary School are happy learners, who work hard to reach the challenges set by their 

teachers. 

We work hard to ensure that every child is successful in the key areas of English and Maths and 

we are keen to see this recognised in the results they secure. However, we also want them to 

learn and experience more than this through a rich and varied curriculum and a range of extra-

curricular and after-school opportunities that complement our work in the classroom. We value 

each child as an individual and aim to provide the opportunities for pupils to excel in areas where 

they have a special talent whether this is in science, in sport, in drama, in art, in music or 

through involvement in our school council 
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Curriculum implementation 

At Oxspring Primary School we deliver a broad and balanced curriculum to all our pupils and we 

ensure the requirements of the new National Curriculum are met through a range of engaging 

and stimulating experiences. The school curriculum has a thematic approach covering the 

subjects of Design and Technology, History, Geography, Music, Art, PE, Computing, Languages, 

RE, PSHE and Citizenship. All children must study the Core Curriculum, which includes English, 

Mathematics and Science. We deliver Spanish in Key Stage 2. Since September 2016 we have 

used the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum to plan the learning opportunities for our pupils in 

science and the foundation subjects.  

Maths is taught through the White Rose planning scheme. Our aim is to develop a culture of 

deep understanding, confidence and competence in maths – a culture that produces strong, 

secure learning and real progress. By building confidence, resilience and a passion for maths, we 

can show that whatever your prior experience or preconceptions, maths is an exciting adventure 

that everyone can enjoy, value and master.  

Writing is taught through a progressive writing framework which we have developed in line with 

the expectations of the National Curriculum. Our vision at Oxspring is one of achieving pleasure 

and confidence, as well as quality in writing. We want to strike a good balance between 

standards and enjoyment, between writing as a set of principles / rules and writing as a life skill. 

We believe that writing has a genuine purpose and is not simply a mechanical process. As there 

are many more facets to writing than there are to reading, this can feel more of a challenge for 

children (as well as for teachers). It is a complex process that draws upon many skills including 

spelling, handwriting, composition, vocabulary and grammar. Through a consistent approach, we 

hope all children will have the confidence to use writing as an effective form of communication. 

Our key aim is therefore to enhance our approach to the teaching and learning of writing, so as 

to encourage the children to develop a love of writing, along with the necessary skills needed for 

being confident and independent writers. 

At Oxspring Primary we aim to: 

 ensure a progression of writing skills across school 

 teach children the fundamental blocks of writing 

 develop children’s creative minds and expand their vocabulary 
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 develop in children a love of writing, and knowledge of genres and authors 

 provide opportunities to write for pleasure and a variety of purposes, providing 

meaningful experiences using the contexts inspired by quality texts 

 develop children’s independent writing skills, and to achieve a high standard of 

independent writing 

 

Early Years 

The Reception children in the Class 1 follow the Early Years Foundation Curriculum, which they 

have followed in a Nursery or Pre-School setting. The children are assessed against this 

curriculum at the end of the Reception year. 

The Foundation Stage begins when children reach the age of three and many children first 

attend some form of pre-school or nursery. Children are admitted into Class 1 in the autumn 

term. 

The Foundation Stage consists of three Prime areas as follows: 

  Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, social and emotional development 

and four Specific areas: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

See the Early Learning Goals which the children are working towards. They will be assessed 

against these goals at the end of the year. 

Opportunities are provided for all children to succeed in a caring and supportive atmosphere 

where they feel valued. These early experiences create the basis for later learning in school and 

beyond. 
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The National Curriculum 

Children progress from the Foundation Stage in to Key Stage 1 where they start the new 

National Curriculum. 

Children at ages 7 (Y2) and 11 (Y6) will be assessed using the Government’s standard assessment 

test, (SATS). These are a mixture of teacher assessment and statutory tests. The results of 

these tests are sent home with the child’s annual report. Regular assessment takes place in 

other year groups and this is used to help the school set targets. 

The Y1 children currently undertake a statutory phonics assessment during the summer term. In 

Key Stage 1 (and throughout Key Stage 2) we use a wide range of material to support reading, 

including Oxford Reading Tree, Collins, Nelson and Ginn reading scheme books. For phonics we 

use Read Write Inc. Further information about the curriculum and school policies can be 

obtained by asking the school staff.  

Wherever possible we use first-hand experiences and exciting stimuli as a starting point for our 

teaching. We strive to provide learning experiences that are appropriate for your child’s level of 

ability. We plan activities, which lead to new learning, so that we can build on prior learning. We 

aim to provide challenge through organising work in a variety of ways, encouraging children to 

use their initiative and become more responsible for organising their own learning. We aim to 

give equal opportunities to all children. 

We are constantly striving to improve the delivery of the curriculum to ensure that all children 

have access to the curriculum and we involve children in the planning so that they have 

ownership. We try to teach subjects through mini topics or link subjects together in a thematic 

approach to make them relevant in order to motivate learning. Practical activities in all areas of 

the curriculum help to improve skills, understanding and the development of ideas. The topics 

are planned by staff to address progression in skills, knowledge and understanding. The topics 

are broad and flexible so that children have the opportunity to research areas they are 

particularly interested in. 

We also aim to develop children’s independence and confidence, through class visits and 

residentials. 
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Computers 

Computers are widely used across the curriculum. All children have the opportunity to develop 

computing skills and use appropriate software to enhance their learning. We have a network of 

computers that have access to the Barnsley Intranet. This gives the children an opportunity to 

use the Internet through a protected system. We use wireless linked lap tops enabling all 

children to use them in a cross curricular way and the interactive whiteboards are used as a 

teaching aid for further developing computing skills. In addition, we have a set of iPads. We are 

continually developing our computing systems in order to keep pace with changes in technology 

to ensure children are equipped with the skills necessary for the 21st century. 

Sport 

At Oxspring Primary School we passionately believe that PE and Sport play an important role in 

the overall development of our children, with the potential to change young people’s lives for the 

better. We are committed to developing high quality PE lessons, alongside greater opportunities 

for sporting competitions and clubs for all our young people, through our use of the Sports 

Premium grant. Our provision for sports, both during and out of school hours continues to 

increase, and we utilise external providers to deliver specific aspects. 

All children take part in sport as part of their PE lessons and we also offer children after school 

activities in sports. At the moment dance, multi-sports and football are offered and we aim to 

further extend this over the year. 

The schools’ sporting aims are:- 

1. To provide physical activity and healthy lifestyle 

2. To develop positive attitudes and observe the conventions of honesty and fair play 

3. To ensure safe practice 

We have a well-equipped gym and an enclosed schoolyard. We receive Sports Premium funding 

which is used for additional equipment, coaches and sporting events. Our Sports Day is held at 

the English Institute of Sport in Sheffield. 
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Arts 

We have a strong commitment to the Arts. All children are given the opportunity to develop 

their artistic, musical and dramatic skills and we take pride in displaying a high standard of work 

in school. We positively encourage all children to participate in our school performances and we 

try to stimulate their creative development through first hand experiences such as observation 

of the local environment, visiting performers and visits. We have a strong emphasis on drama 

and performances as a means of developing skills in Speaking and Listening. 

 

Sex and Relationships Education 

Sex and Relationships Education is incorporated into our PSHE programme. The Y6 children are 

taught Sex Education, in liaison with the school nurse, and parents will be notified in advance if 

they wish to withdraw their child from the lesson. 

Religious Education 

We offer Religious Education as an integral part of the curriculum, following LA guidelines. 

Children will learn about Christianity and use this as a basis to compare with all the major faiths 

of the world. Parents do have the right to withdraw their child from RE lessons, but this must 

be put in writing to the Headteacher 

PSHE 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education is defined as a planned programme of 

learning opportunities and experiences that help children and young people grow and develop as 

individuals and as members of families and of social and economic communities. We believe that 

effective PSHE makes a significant contribution to the personal development, health and 

wellbeing of our children. We use the Learn 4 Life scheme of work, along with a very structured 

assembly planner based around our core and British values, national awareness days and events 

of note.  

Through the Learn 4 Life scheme, each termly unit is organised around a whole school theme, 

and can be supported by SEAL materials and assemblies. The units comprise six lesson plans 

that will need to be adapted to suit the actual length of the term in which they take place.  



9 | P a g e  
 

The Wider Curriculum 

Throughout the year, our school participates in a wide range of community events including 

sports, choir visits to the local Church and the Penistone community, musical performances, 

Harvest festival, Christmas events and the annual Oxspring Duck Race in Bower Dell to name but 

a few! We are very strongly supported by an incredible and enthusiastic PTA who raise an 

unbelievable amount of money to support our developments for every child.  

As part of our positive behaviour policy, the children take part in Oxspring University sessions 

at the end of each week. Every member of staff in school delivers a wide range of skills 

activities which the children sign up for. Over a period of 4 weeks the children develop their 

skills in a particular aspect, before moving onto a new set of sessions.  

We are very proud of our beautiful school garden which recently achieved its fourth gold award 

from the Royal Horticultural Society’s ‘Yorkshire in Bloom’, as well as the best in category 

overall winner. We integrate the use of the garden into many aspects of school life and it plays 

a huge part in helping pupils to develop a wide range of skills, linked to specific subjects, topics 

and the wider curriculum. 

We also provide the pupils with a wide range of opportunities to hone and apply their skills and 

develop their knowledge about the curriculum through a wide range of events including specific 

theme days, DT days, science days and also ‘start the morning with ….’ events for pupils and 

their parents / carers. 

British Values 

We promote fundamental British values through our ethos, the curriculum, spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development, and through our ‘paint palette of core values’. We reinforce and 

promote British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. We have a very active Pupil Parliament and 

pupils are encouraged to take on positions of responsibility and leadership wherever possible. 

Our pupil voice is strong and pupils work alongside governors, parents and staff to identify 

future priorities and make more informed decisions on wellbeing, learning experiences and the 

quality of teaching. 
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Impact 

The impact of our curriculum is constantly under review, taking into account all stakeholders 

viewpoints. We regularly reflect on the learning experience we are providing for our children 

and how these can be further improved. We believe that many of the aims and values 

underpinning our curriculum, can be seen in the way our children reflect on themselves as 

learners, communicate and interact with one another and the wider community, make 

connections and build on previous knowledge. Ultimately we hope that the impact of our 

curriculum is to create lifelong, positive learners who have developed a resilient and excellent 

attitude to learning.  

 

 


