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1 May 2018 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Reading and Writing Updates 

As you may be aware, we were delighted that our 2017 reading results at the end of 

Key Stage 2 were well above average, which meant that we were third out of 91 primary 

schools in Barnsley for reading. After such a fabulous achievement which was made 

even more possible due to your incredible help and support (eg. PTA fundraising, help 

with purchase of new books, attendance at the wide range of reading events), we have a 

focus on writing this year as part of our School Improvement Plan. 

 

Our vision is one of achieving pleasure and confidence as well as 

quality in writing. We want to strike a good balance between 

standards and enjoyment, between writing as a set of principles / 

rules and writing as a life skill. We believe that writing has a genuine 

purpose and is not simply a mechanical process. As there are many 

more facets to writing than there are to reading, 

this can feel more of a challenge for children (as well as for 

teachers). Our key aim is therefore to enhance our approach to the 

teaching and learning of writing so as to encourage the children to 

develop a love of writing, along with the necessary skills needed for 

being confident and independent writers. 

 

There are many ways in which we are working to achieve this aim 

with noticeable results already, but we would really appreciate your 

additional help and support to help us to develop writing further.  As 

May is National Share a Story Month (NSSM), we thought that 

this would be an excellent platform in order to launch ‘Oxspring 

Writes’ - our next steps for writing project. This year’s NSSM theme is ‘Celebrating a 

world of stories’. (Further details can be found at http://www.fcbg.org.uk/national-

share-a-story-month/ where there is a wealth of information including stories/books 

that you can read from around the world).  

Throughout May, we will host a range of events, which will further raise the profile of 

writing across school through a range of exciting hooks. These will include taking part 

in the following: 
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• A writing competition - Write a short story, poem, comic strip, non-fiction book, 

brochure, diary, blog etc based in / on another country or on a journey.  

• ‘Read around the world challenge’ - The children are asked to read as many stories, 

poems, myths, non-fiction books etc from different countries. They will then record 

the countries on their own map of the world. How far can we travel as a whole school? 

Who can travel to the most countries in their class?  

• A travelling show to share ‘Suitcase Stories’ linked to journeys around the world, 

from Yorkshire, through Poland and on to India! (taking place on Tuesday 8th May and 

has been generously funded by the PTA). See 

http://www.telltalehearts.co.uk/shows/suitcase-stories/ for further details. 

• Book swap – Tuesday 15th May at 3.30pm (details to follow) 

• Start the day with a story – Tuesday 22nd May at 8.15am 

• Paired reading with older and younger children reading to each other. 

• Cooking outside for ‘Outside Classroom Day’. 

• A ‘Food around the world’ week. 

• Inviting chefs from other countries to visit.  

• Writing and making recipes from around the world and creating them. 

• Creating an Oxspring Recipe Book from family recipes.  

• Running a celebration event to share written work from the month. 

 

(Please note that we will ensure that there is no disruption to our Year 6 pupils during 

the SATs period with our range of activities in May). 

 

In addition to the range of events above, parents / carers will also be invited to see our 

new approach to the children’s writing portfolios across school.  

 

Over the next term, other writing developments will also include: 

 

  A visit from a handwriting consultant (Martin Harvey) to develop a whole school 

approach – further details will follow 

 Introducing a Governors’ writing award half termly per class 

 Developing the roles of Writing Ambassadors 

 Embedding a new ‘Whole School Writing Framework’  

 Running assemblies celebrating writing and reading stories from 

around the world 

 

If anyone is interested in getting involved with our writing 

developments, please do contact us. Your support for all our plans 

throughout May and beyond will be greatly appreciated as we 

continue to improve your child’s / children’s experience of writing.  

 

Many thanks. 

Mrs Tomlinson and Miss Grobler 

English Subject Leaders 
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