
From Mrs Irwin— I hope that you all managed to make the 

most of the extended Bank Holiday weekend in the glorious 
sunshine! So many things have been happening in and around 
school since the last newsletter, including the launch of National 
Share A Story Month (NSSM), a visit from an author and their 
travelling suitcase of stories, a day of handwriting training from 
the handwriting consultant Mr Harvey and not forgetting the 
special afternoon tea for the retirement of Mrs Perkins!  You can 
find out more below about these events and much more! I would  
like to say a very huge well done and personal thank you to our 
wonderful Year 6 pupils who sit their end of  year SATs next week. 
They have worked incredibly hard, shown fantastic motivation, 
along with excellent attitudes towards learning and have done 
themselves, their families and our school proud! You really have 
been superb role models and I wish you the very best of luck—you 
all deserve success. Special thank you also to Mr West for once 
again going the extra mile in order to ensure that our pupils get 
the very best opportunity to be the best that they can be!  I would 
also like to say another huge thank you to our PTA who have once 
again enabled us to extend our opportunities for all our children by 
providing the funding for the suitcase stories show and the 
handwriting consultant work. It really does make a massive 
difference to have your support which impacts on the quality of 
the education that we can provide and that your children quite 

rightly deserve. Wishing you an enjoyable weekend. 

NATIONAL SHARE A 
STORY MONTH 
(NSSM)— Further to the 

letter sent out last week about 
the reading and writing events planned as part 
of NSSM, the children have got off to a 
fantastic start with their reading around the 
world challenge! The idea is that each class tries 
to see how many different countries they can 
visit through stories / poems/ non fiction books 
and so on. The children then find the countries 

on their own map of the world where the 
stories etc were based.  Mrs Sparks (Literacy 
Governor) has established a group of ’Writing 
Ambassadors’ who will support the subject 
leaders in raising the profile of pupil voice 

linked to writing!  Classes have also taken part in paired reading 
events across school, with younger and older children reading 
together. The writing competition has been launched and we can’t 
wait to see  the entries! A book swap event has been organised for 
Tuesday 15th May and further details of this can be found 
overleaf.  Many thanks for supporting your children with the range 
of events taking place throughout May. Happy reading and 
writing!  
 

ATTENDANCE—Well done to Class 1 & 3 for achieving a 

fabulous 100% attendance last week, followed closely by Class 2 

with 99.2%. Class 5 came next with 97.2% 

and Class 4 were 93.8%. Our overall 

school attendance dropped from 96.7% to 

94.7% in April. Please support our school 

E X C E L L E N T 

LEARNERS  - Meet our 

excellent learners who should be 

very proud of their achievements. 

The teachers  choose one child for 

showing a positive attitude 

towards learning in any aspect of 

the curriculum, as  well as a second child for being a ‘hot shot 

writer’ (HSW). The HSW award goes to children who have shown 

excellent effort and progress in their writing, along with an 

impressive application of writing skills. 

Class 1:  James —For excellent effort when writing about rainbow 

fish! (HSW) 

Eden— For  superb pencil control when writing with Mr Harvey! 

Class 2: : William—For a fantastic diary entry. (HSW) 

Owen— For A beautiful Tour De Yorkshire poem!  

Class 3:  Austin—For a great improvement in his handwriting. 

(HSW) 

Lucas—For perseverance at swimming!  

Class 4: Jacob / Eliot—For excellent collaborative writing to 

produce a publisher presentation! (HSW) 

Daisy S—For her excellent art work. 

Class 5:   Mediya —For consistently maintaining a high standard of 

writing. 

Rosie S- For never giving anything less than her best in all her work 

M R S  P E R K I N S 

RETIREMENT—When Mrs Perkins 

retired we celebrated by having an afternoon 

tea (which Mrs Perkins really likes). We had a 

celebration assembly (including ‘This is Your 

Life at Oxspring!) and then had the afternoon tea. . Altogether we 

had far too many buns! The effort put into the 

buns was incredible, so thank you everybody for 

your donations. It is amazing that we all managed 

to keep it a secret and give Mrs Perkins the invite 

in the morning without any 

questions! It was lovely to see 

everyone in their best afternoon tea clothes too!  

Everybody enjoyed the day, though Mrs P was 

overwhelmed. It was also a sad time for many 

children and adults because she has been in 

school for so long. We all miss her but she has 

promised to come back and visit us all! (By Rosie B) 
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ROVING REPORTERS  Class 1  -  Class 1 have been 

exploring maths -  they discovered how to count down from 20, 

and, yes- there is an “and”, using 2 numbers to make 20! Class 1 

have been putting their own words into the story ‘ The Rainbow 

Fish’. In art the class have been painting rainbow fishes but that’s 

not all; they also were drawing shapes and letters with Mr Harvey. 

(By Thomas and Luke) 

Class 2  - In their maths work, the pupils have been learning 

about coins. During literacy lessons, the children have been writing 

about a Polish dragon. In science, Class 2 have been testing and 

deciding what materials are the best for the outside of a rocket. 

With Mr Stratford, the class have been learning hockey skills. (By 

Sam and George) 

Class 3  - This week Class 3 have been writing about a book they 

are currently reading which has a girl called Zara. They have also 

been writing about Africa. In maths, they have been working on 

fractions of numbers (which is very complicated.) Their Spanish 

work has been numbers colours and the time in the last week. 

They have been doing handwriting with a man called Mr Harvey 

who is a handwriting  expert. Their art work was spectacular and 

they told us they had been doing stop-motion movies. The children 

have also been learning about directions with a compass by taking 

part in orienteering. (By Jessica and Rosie). 

Class 4  -  This week, Class 4 have been learning quadrilateral 

and triangle shapes during maths. In grammar work, they have 

learnt about relative clauses and prepositional phrases.  While 

doing art, the children have been constructing silhouettes, with an 

African animal and greenery. The background had to be a sunset. 

The children of Class 4 have been writing a story, about a spider 

named ‘Anansi’ – they have loved writing about her. During 

science work, the children have been testing shadows, inside and 

outside, whilst finding it very interesting. Lastly, they have been 

playing hockey outside, in PE. (By Mediya and Hana) 

Class 5  -  This week in Class 5 the Year 6 pupils have been 

working extremely hard for next week’s SATs tests.  In maths, they 

have been working on pie charts .During grammar work, they have 

been learning about colons and semi-colons. Whilst doing art with 

Mrs Irwin, the children have been making clay sculptures of King 

Henry VIII because the Tudors are their topic.  Class 5 have also 

been writing some detailed instructions for every day task such as 

wearing a hat. (Lauren D) 

ROYAL WEDDING LUNCH— On Friday 18th 

May, we will be hosting a very special Royal 

Wedding lunch to celebrate the marriage of 

Prince Harry to Megan. The menu will include 

a selection of buffet food fit for royalty, including pizza, a variety 

of salads,  a selection of sandwiches, sausage rolls, chips, buns, 

and of course jelly and ice cream! If your child currently brings 

sandwiches from home but would like to have the party buffet, 

this will be at the normal school dinner cost of £2.00.The children 

are invited to come dressed in red, white and / or blue to mark 

the occasion. As it is also Outdoor Classroom Day on Friday 

(where the children will be taking part in lots of outdoor learning 

events), older clothes will be more appropriate. Many thanks. 

PTA UPDATES— Duck 

Race plans are starting to gather 

pace, tickets are being printed, 

raffle prizes sought, stalls planned 

and products sourced! The Duck 

Race will be on Friday 15th June @ 6pm at Bower Dell (weather 

permitting).  

As a change to our usual stalls on the evening 

itself, this year we are going to hold an after 

school sale of pre loved toys, books, DVDs, CDs, 

and school uniform. The sale will be on Tuesday 

22nd May between 3.00 and 4.00pm—hopefully in the 

playground, but if we are beaten by the weather, then we will be in 

the school hall. We welcome your donations of these items to be 

left in the school hall on Monday 21st May, before and after school 

and on the morning of Tuesday 22nd May. An excellent reason to 

have a good spring clean clear out! All funds raised will go towards 

our Programming Pupils – Making IT Happen! Fundraiser. Thanks 

in advance for your kind donations and we look forward to seeing 

you there on Tuesday 22nd May. 

SUITCASE STORIES—On Tuesday, Natasha Holmes 

came in to our school to tell us stories from around the world—

called suitcase stories. Every class got to experience the wonderful 

storytelling. The lady was very funny and made us laugh. The last 

story she acted out was about monkeys in a mango tree. In this 

story she used pegs for the monkeys and gave everyone, who 

wanted one, a monkey peg. All the children had a lovely time 

listening to the stories. (By Lucy and Rosie) 

HANDWRITING CONSULTANT– This week 

we were delighted to welcome Martin 

Harvey to our school. Mr Harvey carried out 

a series of demonstration lessons in every 

class and the children were super stars! Find 

out more about our handwriting plans in next week’s newsletter.  

Dates for your diary: 

 Year 6 SATs start on Monday 14th May. All year 6 

pupils are invited to a complimentary breakfast club 

starting at 8am each day. 

 The book swap event will take place on Tuesday 

15th May at 3.30pm in the Hall.  If you want to 

bring in any old books to swap, then please bring 

them in by Tuesday morning. You will be given a 

ticket for each book you want to swap and you then 

use the ticket to choose another book. 

 Class 1 visit to the Deep in Hull on Thursday 17th 

May 

 Friday 18th May is Outdoor Classroom Day and also 

Royal Wedding lunch. You can wear red, white 

and / or blue for the day. 

Wishing you a lovely , happy and safe weekend, from all the staff 

and governors at Oxspring. 


