
From Mr West— It seems impossible to think that after such 

a busy build up to Christmas, we are now well over halfway 

through January! The children have come back to school with real 

enthusiasm and focus, and so our spring term has got off to a 

superb start. The topics this half term are: Class 1: Superheroes 

Class 2: Katie Morag, Class 3 and 4: The Vikings, and Class 5: The 

Ancient Egyptians. Throughout the term we will be inviting you to 

class assemblies where the children will share the work that they 

have done. More details will follow nearer the time, judging by 

what I have already seen around school you will be in for a treat! 

Snow (and other bad weather) 

Firstly I would like to thank you all for your understanding with this 

weeks disruption due to the snow. I appreciate than any kind of 

change to our daily routine can cause you inconvenience. There 

are so many factors that need to be considered when the snow 

hits like it did on Wednesday, including the safety of the children, 

whether or not the staff can travel in safely, if the weather is likely 

to change etc. It is never an easy  decision but I feel that the choice 

to open later on Wednesday was the best option. I am also 

delighted that our “in school” methods of communication worked 

so well. I did report our late opening to Dearne FM, but this was 

not posted on their site, something which I shall be following up to 

ensure that situation is not repeated. For future reference, 

although we can never put a timescale on such decisions, we will 

always endeavour to give you clear information about what is 

happening at school as early as we possibly can.  I am very grateful  

to the team of people who kept me updated about conditions in 

Oxspring, and especially to Mr Dransfield who managed to get to 

school well before 7 in the morning despite having had to abandon 

his car the night before and still had the paths clear by the time I 

arrived. I would also like to thank the entire team of staff here for 

working so hard to keep the day running smoothly despite the 

difficult conditions.  

 Parents Evening—A reminder that our parents evenings are 

being held on Tuesday and Thursday of next week, thank you to all 

who have made appointments. The appointments will be 10 

minutes long—if any longer is needed then you will be able to 

make individual arrangements with your child’s class teacher. 

Thank you for your help with this. Slips are being issued today, if 

you have not yet made an appointment please speak to the Class 

teacher. 

One way to keep wet playtimes more 

interesting! A whole school “Just 

Dance” session—nothing beats the 

cold weather like a dance to 

Macarena! 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS AND HOT SHOT 

WRITERS 

Meet our excellent learners who should be very proud of their 

achievements. The teachers  choose one child for showing a positive 

attitude towards learning in any aspect of the curriculum, as  well as a 

second child for being a ‘hot shot writer’ (HSW). The HSW award goes to 

children who have shown excellent effort and progress in their writing, 

along with an impressive application of writing skills. 

 

 

Class 1:  Seb S—For a brilliant discussion 

about snow, ice and melting. 

Henry D—For amazing writing about winter (HSW) 

Class 2:   Jack C—For a fantastic attitude to maths challenges. 

Alex E— For a fantastic descriptive piece of writing. (HSW) 

Class 3:  Leah R: For a brilliant set of instructions on how to catch a 

dragon ( HSW) 

Lily Mace: For her amazing attitude towards her learning. 

Class 4:  Miles Urmson —For his mental maths challenge and work 

on fractions, decimals and percentages. 

Alfie Doyle—For his Viking descriptive work. (HSW) 

Class 5:  Hana Khan: - For working so hard to improve her 

handwriting. 

Thomas Kelly: - For consistently using excellent language in his 

writing. 

Viking Day 

A reminder that on Monday, Class 3 and 4 are being visited by a 

real (or thereabouts) Viking for a day of activities and learning. I 

would like to thank the PTA for their donation towards this which 

has really helped to keep the cost for each pupil down. This 

promises to be a really exciting and interesting day . The children 

have been told that they can come in costume on Monday if they 

would like to (see the picture for inspiration) but this is not 

compulsory as any essential equipment will be brought along by 

the Vikings themselves. Please do not feel that you have to go 

shopping at this point as that is not the intention. If not in 

costume, please send your child in uniform 

as normal. We look forward to finding out 

what they get up to!  
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ROVING REPORTERS  

Class 1  - During this fantastic week in class 1 they’ve 

had a varied selection of learning from watching snow melt and 

timing it, to practicing sports day. All in all a fun packed week. We 

start off with English. Class 1 have been writing a list of super 

heroes. Also in English, class 1 have been writing an exciting new 

adventure for Nat Fantastic. As you all know it has been snowing 

so Class 1 have taken this opportunity to build amazing snowmen! 

Art has been an exciting session, creating collage skyscrapers and 

colouring and drawing super heroes. Class 1 have crafted an 

amazing super hero control panel and have decided on many 

varied buttons. An exciting week indeed! (By Will T and Jake A) 

Class 2  - Class 2 have had a really exciting week discovering 

more about Katie Morag.  For their literacy work, they have been 
writing stories about tropical islands. Also they have been listening 
to stories about Katie Morag. A group of the children in Class 2 
went on a times table treasure hunt challenge in the hall. For P.E 
they have been doing obstacle courses with Mrs Darigala. Very 
excitingly, the class built human and physical features including: 
Caves, Shops and houses. (By Ava and Pearl) 

Class 3  -  Class 3’s new topic is Vikings. For their exciting English 

work, they have been writing instruction for how to catch a 
dragon! Also, for their maths work they have done difficult 
division. As well as that, for their PE, they have been doing yoga 
with Mrs Wright & gymnastics with Mrs Marsden. Also, for science 
they discovered names for scientific legends from bones. Class 3 
have been doing Imovie for ICT. In SPAG they did homophones. For 
art, they have been doing water colours to make a colour wheel. 
(By Hugo & Jack) 

Class 4  -  Class 4 have had a very busy week. They have been 

planning stories about the Viking attack of Lindisfarne using 
descriptive words. They have had fun with fractions and decimals. 
Using only one pencil they learnt how to shade with different 
techniques. In P.E they have been learning how to dance and they 
thought it was exciting and cool! When they were learning about 
Spanish they were doing about colours. They have done lots of 
work as you can tell so I think they are looking forward to the 
weekend so they can relax. (By Jessica and Lucy) 

Class 5  -  We wrote a travelogue about going to Luxor and 

seeing what it was like. Also, we imagined we were an 
archaeologist. While writing about being an archaeologist, we 
wrote that we found the tomb of Semerkhet, an Egyptian pharaoh. 
In maths, we multiplied and divided decimals with whole numbers, 
then did a really hard maths challenge set by Mr. West.  

In science, we made 3 different shaped and sized parachutes. They 
were made of string (for the rope) a figure (for the human) and 
some plastic (for the hood). We recorded the time and had to see 
which one fell at the least amount of time. The one that did won.  
We have also made graphs of the heat in Sheffield and Cairo. We 
also learned about the gift of the Nile, which meant you had to 
find out as many facts as you could about the River Nile, using 
either writing, pictures or both. (By Thomas K and Mediya) 

Celebration Assembly 

What a fantastically talented set of children we have! At our first 
celebration assembly  we had achievements in football, skiing, 
taekwondo, rainbows, swimming, gymnastics, dance, triathlon and 
many others to celebrate.  A massive thank you to everybody who 
brought in certificates and badges, I was blown away by the 
number of children who wanted to share. Fantastic! 

Attendance 

Since the start of the term our attendance figures are: 

Class 1: 98% Class 2: 95% Class 

3: 92% 

Class 4: 94% Class 5: 95%  

Well done to Class 1!  

We have a duty of care for all the pupils at school whether they 

are in school or not—if your child is absent for any reason or they 

are going to be late, then it is essential that you let us know as 

soon as possible, either by  a phone call or an email, including the 

reason for absence.  This also means that Mrs Laslett doesn't need 

to spend time checking why children are not in school. As you can 

appreciate, if your child is not in school we need to ascertain 

where they are. Also, if your child is late for any reason, please 

ensure that the office is informed on arrival so that the register 

can be updated and the order for dinner is noted. Many thanks for 

your cooperation and understanding. 

And on a similar note: 

Collecting children: 

If there is a change to the  usual routine for collecting your child at 

the end of the day, either a different person to normal is picking 

up or maybe your child is going to a friends house, please can you 

ensure the class teacher is informed. This ensures we can all be 

confident that the children have gone home with the right people. 

This is particularly important if the person collecting is someone 

who is not usually known to us in school. With many thanks once 

again. 

Fun in the snow! 

It wasn't all blocked roads and freezing temperatures— we 

managed to have some fun as well! 

 

 

 

 

And finally….. 

On behalf of all the staff and governors at Oxspring Primary 

School, may I take this opportunity to thank you all for your 

continued support, and wish you a very happy and safe weekend. 


