
From Mrs Irwin— Firstly, I would like to start by offering my 

sincere apologies for the major disruption to all families caused 

by the recent snow and its unfortunate impact on school. As you 

are aware, there are so many factors to be considered  when the 

snow hits us like it has recently and our paramount concern has 

got to be safety. Mr West and I liaise with each other and the 

caretaker from 6am,  along with the staff who live locally and the 

Chair of Governors, to assess the situation and make an early 

decision. Any decision to close is extremely difficult to make, as 

you can imagine, due to its significant impact and any potential 

changeable factors throughout the day. Many thanks to everyone 

for your understanding in light of the tremendous inconvenience 

which this has caused. Huge thanks also to Mr West and Mrs 

Laslett for keeping parents and staff updated via Schoolcomms 

and social media.  

Our third attempt at the World 

Book Day has been hugely 

successful today. As always, the 

children have joined in whole 

heartedly and they look fabulous. 

We carried out another whole 

school paired reading event which 

went down really well with the children. 

This week also saw our annual sports day at EIS in Sheffield. It 

was wonderful to see so many families coming along to watch 

and offer their support. Your children were an absolute credit to 

you and displayed excellent attitudes to all the events and had 

fun in abundance! Watch out for photos in next week’s 

newsletter!  Please stay warm and safe and have a very 

enjoyable weekend. Happy Mothers’ Day to all our Mums out 

there too!  

PUPIL PARLIAMENT  - 

Our Pupil Parliament MPs were 

extremely busy last week when they 

joined six of our governors in 

carrying out a learning enquiry across 

school.  Governors were paired with 

the MPs and focused on key questions about different aspects of 

learning, including strategies being used to support learning and 

potential barriers to learning. The day was extremely positive and 

provided an excellent insight into the MPs’ understanding and 

articulation of learning at Oxspring.  The MPs then met with class 

teachers to  feedback their findings from the enquiry, which will be 

used to inform next steps. They MPs were incredibly insightful and 

articulate, as well as being brilliant in supporting the governors in 

their monitoring role. Further details can be found in the governor 

news update overleaf.  

EXCELLENT LEARNERS AND HOT SHOT 

WRITERS—Meet our excellent 

learners who should be very proud of 

their achievements. The teachers  choose 

one child for showing a positive attitude 

towards learning in any aspect of the 

curriculum, as  well as a second child for 

being a ‘hot shot writer’ (HSW). The HSW award goes to children 

who have shown excellent effort and progress in their writing, 

along with an impressive application of writing skills. 

Class 1:  Greta H—For excellent subtraction work 

Emma J—For super effort in her writing (HSW) 

Class 2:   Sienna M—For fabulous measuring of dinosaurs! 

Molly A-S— Super retelling of Little Red Riding Hood (HSW) 

Class 3:  —For Alfred D / Ollie T—For super maths work on money 

Lucas M —For a brilliant setting description of a  Viking longship 

Class 4:  Eddie S—For improvement in his writing 

Alfie D—For his superb use of language in instruction writing 

(HSW) 

Class 5:  Jack H—For amazing computer programming skills and 

problem solving too! 

Pearl O—For working so hard to engage the reader with her 

writing. (HSW) 

SPORTS DAY—Sports day was a brilliant success… in the 

morning KS2 took part in some warm up events. Each team 

followed an adult (or three) to each and every warm up event. 

There was a high jump, which was incredibly difficult, getting 

higher every so often! Also in the morning, the sprint (60 metres) 

took place; teams were racing for the best time with a bit of 

friendly competition within  house colours. Other morning events 

include: long jump, shot put and javelin throw (no real javelins 

were used in the morning). Then followed the exhausting 

afternoon races! The most exhilarating races included: 400m, 

200m, sack race (only available for KS1), 50m sprint and first for 

dinners!!! The relay race relied on teamwork: leg 1 was year 3, leg 

2 was year 4, leg 3 was year 5 and leg 4 was year 6. The 200m was 

split up between KS1 & KS2. So all in all Sports Day was a massive 

success… although some people ached all over afterwards! Thank 

you so much to Mr West who organised such a brilliant day and all 

the staff and parents who helped out too. Thank you to everybody 

who came along in the afternoon to cheer us all on!  

(By Jake and Thomas ) 

9th March 2018 



ROVING REPORTERS   

Class 1  - When Class 1 came back to school after their holiday they 

learned about Chinese New Year and how people celebrate it. So 

far this term in their PE sessions they have been practising for 

Sports Day events, which happened on Wednesday 7th March. In 

their maths work the Y1s have been practising their times tables. 

Class 1’s topic currently is space and they have designed their own 

aliens and underpants! They made their aliens by blowing paint 

across a piece of paper to make funny shapes. The class have been 

surprised by aliens visiting the classroom and leaving pants 

scattered around the room—can you believe it! Fascinated by the 

designs on the aliens pants the children decided to create their 

own. (By George and Sam) 

Class 2— Before sports day Class 2 were doing number bonds to 

20 in maths and also weighing dinosaurs. During science they were 

learning about food chains for dinosaurs and they figured out that 

carnivores usually have sharp teeth! In PE they have taken part in 

sports day. They were also hula hooping in the hall so they could 

then write about it later for literacy. Exciting learning! ( By Hugo 

and Oliver) 

Class 3  - First of all , during their fabulous literacy lessons, Class 3 

have been writing detailed stories about Thor and his mighty 

hammer . In their maths sessions they have created bar charts and 

tally charts and the whole class has filled them with their favourite 

sport. On Wednesday it was sports day and Class 3 told us what 

they thought. “It was fun even if you didn’t win a race!” said Leah.  

(By Will and Luke) 

Class 4  - Over the past few weeks Class 4 have been writing some 

persuasive speeches to persuade Stoic the vast not to kill the 

dragons. Also in maths they have been doing lots of work around 

time such as timelines. They have been learning two things in P.E 

as they have been improving their skills in netball as well as 

gymnastics. They were analysing diets to see how much sugar 

there is in some peoples diets. It has been a busy week for Class 

4!      (By Jessica and Lucy) 

Class 5—In maths, the Y6s did 3 tests: Reasoning 1, Arithmetic and 

Reasoning 2.  Also, we are writing letters to complain about a 

horrendous hotel. Although we did letters of complaint, we also  

wrote our own Egyptian myths too.  A couple weeks ago we 

started making fantastic papyrus with Mrs Gratton –Rayson; 

hopefully we are finishing them this week after missing out thanks 

to snow. We had space fun with Mrs Taylor making space fans 

with interesting facts and pictures. In GPS, we have been focusing 

on noun phrases and making them longer. Finally, on Wednesday, 

we went to sports day and had a tremendous time! (By Ava and 

Molly) 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT—Massive 

congratulations to Lauren and George D who were 

awarded a  fabulous trophy by competing in a young 

farmers pantomime competition a short while ago! 

George and Lauren were both townspeople in the 

pantomime Cinderella! .They competed against Cawthorne young 

farmers who performed Aladdin. They achieved  best actor, 2nd 

best actor, 2nd best actress ! We are very proud of you both!  

 GOVERNOR NEWS—Governor Day: Personal 

development, behaviour & welfare—Every term, Governors aim 

to spend a day in school visiting lessons.  This week, six Governors 

visited the school with a focus on exploring pupil attitudes towards 

learning, and developing the role of the Pupil Parliament MPs.  

Each Governor was paired up with two Pupil Parliament MPs, and 

classes 1, 2, 3 and 4 were visited at various points throughout the 

morning.   The MPs found it interesting to look at lessons from a 

Governor's perspective, as well as being able to go and experience 

classroom life with younger pupils. Each group discussed the ways 

pupils were learning in the classes, their enjoyment, the activities 

undertaken, the resources used, displays on the wall and 

expectations of teachers.  We saw various lessons across school, 

some of the highlights included pupils: Preparing for an alien 

birthday party by writing banners, making cards, invitations and 

designing an unusual menu  for the party (Class 1); Exploring 

similes and writing factual warning posters informing people about 

a dinosaur Miss Grobler caught on film jumping on tables in the 

classroom (Class 2); Writing a narrative piece of work about Thor 

and Loki as part of their Vikings topic, using speech marks and 

alternatives for "said" (Class 3); Drawing timelines to represent 

film start and end times, discussing common time misconceptions 

and using addition and subtraction skills (Class 4) 

At the end of the morning, we met with teachers and the MPs 
gave them feedback about what they had seen. The MPs liked the 
variety of activities taking place in each class, and felt that children 
were well behaved and eager to learn. They noticed that 
classroom displays and learner toolkits were being well utilised, 
and that pupils and staff had good relationships. Behaviour and 
progress was good, although some groups noticed that 
occasionally pupils would want to spend more time talking about 
work before beginning a task. The MPs are planning to share their 
findings from the Governor day with their classes later on this half 
term. We as Governors would like to thank the MPs for their 
excellent work on the day, and the teachers, support staff and 
pupils for making us feel welcome in every class we visited. We 
look forward to hearing more from the Pupil Parliament as the rest 
of the school year progresses.  

Gemma Mahoney (Governor) 

Dates for your diary: 

 Please watch out for the Easter raffle letter coming 

out on Monday!  

 As it is British Science week next week, we will be 

holding a ‘Start the day with science’ event for 

parents and children on Thursday 15th March at 

8.15am. To 8.45 am. If you are able to offer any 

support to Mrs Reeve in organising the event, 

please can you contact the school office. 

 Year 2 SATs parents’ meeting on Tuesday 13th 

March at 6pm 

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the 

staff and governors at Oxspring. 

 


